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The Introduction... 


& & & Hes I firſt gave vent totheſe night 
CIS Mediation by penning.them,; 1 Zo 
much debate With my. ſelf,  whe- 
Sh ther 19 conceal or publiſh them were 

PIE 28 moſt comely and convenient : whez 
PO Trecolletted the frequent prejudices 
that attend good meanings ,and the great odium that 
3s caſt on ſerz0us men by tho(e triflers whoſe utmoſt am- 
bition it 5s to blaſt the bleſſed fruit of Vertue, by: their 
anbenign breathes of detrattion , and how few there 
are of the Genteel world, that think any thing more 
poy fre then Romances,worthy their peruſal; Icondem- 
ed it tothe heap of waſt Papers, as that which curs- 
ons eyes Would view with regret and captions natures 


periſe with little calmneſs. 2 
Bitt for as much as 1 have hitherto, often offended 
God, (1 'Will accuſe my ſelf and humbly implore his 
pardon) #5» ſacrificing by fire many. (though nat beau- 
zeons, yet wndisfigured)children of myefancy,to ſilence, 
upon the Altar and on the account of Motteſty or perhaps 
Seenrity left like unnatural Abſaloms they ſhould ry - 
ot againſt their Parent : My reſolution for the futmre 
3s,and by Gods help ſhall be go preſerve ſuch bleſſings of 
God on my Studies as JMemorials of his Mercy, and 
E xcitations to my Gratitude. | 
Inall earthly things there is change and ſorrow, 
yea, the beſt Com moaity our Nature trafficks in, ſeme- 
rimes brings home loſs, or diſquiet; there is atoyl in 
| multitude 
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tendſhip”; in the Favour of God only is Eife, *and'in 
bis Acquaintance Peace; the experience whereof made 
»e methoaize this Mtatation and yew print it. 
In the latter clauſe of the counſel to Job,which moſs 
Verſions read byThereby ſhal goad come unto thee; 
: w ſhalt t _ have RES, or $0 + ' 
thou have proſperity, or So ſhall pood things hap- 
pen unto ne or 2 ſhall thy EAEY: b- 
things ; o-Inthem is good increaſed : 7 have xex- 
dred it, So ſhall no' evil come-unte thee; which 1 
humbly conceive is pardonable, the peace of God mn the 
former clauſe couching the good things of acquaintance 
with Goa ; and atfo there being wo goed truly fo called, 
which this prote&ion from. evil comprthends not ; for 
what ever defends ns from the Fallacies of Satan, this 
world and onr own hearts, muſt needs leave us in Gods 
Bleſſing , as meet Objetts of bis Mercy aud Bownty. 
twill here conclude: With this hamble Petitzon ro 
God, T hat he would parden the temerity of my pen,and 
accept of my plea in Ephraims bemoaning words, At- 
ter I was'1n tracted, ? fmote upon my 2 19h. I was 
aſhamed, wv. I.I9. And Itrift that be that 
breaketh notrhe bruiſed reed, and quencheth nor 
the ſmoaking flax, will not refmſe rhis offering as” 
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Divine 


' MEDITATIONS 


A EQUAL N TANCE 
WITH GOD, | 
From thole words in 70B; 


Acquaint now thy ſelf withG 0 D, andbe at 
peace, ſo ſhall no evill come unto thee, 


F p > » - . , . _ 


Was ,4 comipetent and congruous 
Definition of Man which the Philo- 
ſopher gave, when he called him a 
; ſociable Creatute;the nature of man 
»=D” hcing more receptive and ſparſive of 
prod then any Creature,which hath not reaſon to 
iſtinguiſh, and entertain. what it knows to. be 
uſefull and conducing to- content ;..for though all 
cteatures bave the imperfect and firſt lines of ſ0+- 


ciation effigiate& on them, ad in ſomedegree, or 
B other 
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Divine Meditations 


other affe& their own ſpecies, or other creatares 
which either ſuite or ſerve to their ends; yet.is no 
deſire ſo wiſely impetuous as that which origina- 
ted from reaſon, is ſeconded by the affurance 
of unqueſtionable Experience; nor do we fober- 
ly believe any thing ſoundoubtedly, which hath 
not the probate ofa cleer evidence, to the advan- 
tage of which the life of man ( pleaſured by no- 
thing more then generous and pious ſocicty ) is 
_ clear and noble inftance. That therefore Man, 
the Epitome of this Microcoſm , and the little 
Lord. ( next under his MaxztR) of this glo- 
rious. Pile of Divine ArchiteQure , might not 
miſtake his match, and while he ought to ſeek, a 
Kingdom , find aſſes; or by vain deluſions, and 
pretended nothings miſs the Mark of Eternity, 
and the Pawn of ar unerring Conduct to that 
Canaan ; This Scripture, like a goodly Glaſſe 
rightly modelled , and truly. hnog to a Chrifti- 
ans view, ſhews him the moſt reall and incompa- 
rable objec of the Soul , illuſtrated from the Di- 
vinity of its nature, pure, unmixt, neither capa- 
ble to be tempted or to tempt; unleſle it beto a 
holy Love and happy Acquaintance, which ends 
not worſe, but "better thenit began, in tempo- 
rall Peace, and in eternall blefſe, abandorn 
evill either of fin or ſufferings; all which are/com- 
prized in theſe Words, Acquaint, eo. © 
Me thinks my Meditations fix on a double 
ſort of ſubjects in this Scripture - Self, G 0 D, 
Peace, 'Evill, in their natures different, for what 
lefſe barmonius then corruption, and incorrupti+ 
On, then good and evill, then the beſt we wiſh 
and the worſt we fear? yet both accorded w_ 
| unite 


on Acqnaintaiite With GO D. 

uaited in the Acquaint: Man who 
quroinr pily=re be by the boad of Lone, Bog 
as ſubjected to: him wt Law of obedience ( as 
he hath nv adverfary to fear, ſono gogdro de- 
firebeyond that Monarch G OD : Fog. il o 
the ſoul by way of completian, and to the out 
ward man by ay of thunition ) by this g 
may obeain felicity in Aogmocing biniſelf with 
G OD, Kc. 

| There is & much Treaſure it thi  Seripeats 
that the rich Spoils of it are þeyond t nag; 
of tnen to conceive, or Angels to l X 

ts 


ſhall confine my ts co theſe enſuing 
as the TraQtsby which to come to the | 
 bfholy Comfort refiding in it. 


I; way is meant by dad with GO 5; 

2. Howit isto be attained. 3. tyhat Peace jt 

| is that thoſe have which attain it. 4. . Hm 

be ſaid to repell evill from ws: thes 

woke is to be Fn after; Theſe A PR 

will emdate the obſcurity; and preſent the ble[- 
Sug.in its true and Printely Dreſſe: 


op F:the Firſt (dequaintange ith G O D:, )4 _ 

- &Z thall fay in the Pſalmiſts Phaaſe , Gy Pſalm 87.5, 
things are {poken- of thee, © thou light [ | 

from-en high, thou ray of ererajty, towhieh a 

mortell contents.and Mundane confedracies, a 

| butas-atoms-; yea non-entities. Acqua; 

»irbGod is ſomwhar Rupendious, & es ft 

touch fromche Aftar.ts, reno yt DEA 
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Step.1 


Divine Meditati 
4 Love-token erranded to fignifie. the good will 
of him that dwels in the Buſh, to his that are a- 
mong the pots, flurred amongſt 'the brambles, 
ſcratched; in the fire and in the water, abuſed. de- 
baſed, but not forſaken ; but this' is rather anef- 
fe& of it then a Deſcription of ir , that which 
forms it is the being, and that which expatriates it . 
is the wel-being of it : For the more this grace 
( for leſſe it is not )) is meditated upon, the prea- 
ter are the touches of ſweetneſle in the Souls vi- 
ſage, from this lovely Penſill of the moſt lovely 
Artiſt. Go Þ : And therefore I ſhall conceive 
it to aſcend its Zenith by theſe Gradations. 
1. The loweſt and inchoate ſtep to this Mount 
is the Vnderſt4nding,that muſt know him the chief 


£060d, orelſe it wil] never deſire him ; mans in- 


tejle& is the Bucket by which he drawes, and the 
Ladder at which he climbs to will and wed ;- the 
obje& he knowes good, without this *tis as im- 
poſſible to love and obey, as without eyes to judge 
of colours , or without'taſte to diſcriminate Li- 

nor and Meats, God hath given the priority to 
this faculty as that which muſt ſeaſon to, and pre- 
pare appoſitely for thereſt. And truly, this 1s of 
the foundation and reall nature of the rationall 
ſoul ; for from this are we determined to be wore 
thy ( as: to. other creatures )- of that Supremacy 
and juriſdition God hath given us over them ; 
for did not our Underſtandings dire& us toa car- 
=_ proportionate to the natures of Creatures, 
and things, we ſhould ſoon diſcover.our follies to 
betoo brutiſh either to be admired or followed, 
and the Creation wonld ſoon renite- obedience ._ 
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2 -- . he 


_— 


Fo 0 Ow . A IFN” ..- tet — 4 La "IM tia "PIR . R 
Ye 5 ISI EET TESTS, oo, 5.4 GL >. 51. ad FOE q FR " 367 ati 
- *, ow Mn 7] +SE EEC; 4 EN 2% M_ ue « * « Po gt Co o* 
$0 TG 1 - "WE Es 
. - y a : - » 
% yp * — P 
ba, 5 a ; 


he hath not left us without a witneſle of his libe- hy. 
rality. . He hath informed our ſpecious bodies 

with perſe& ſouls, and made a noble Lodging of 

Scate for himſelf, that high room, and top battle- 

ment, our Underſtanding; which though too vaſt 

to be filled with the little punto's andcontemp- 

tible grains of worldly nothings , yet receives 
completion from God, andthoſe apprehenfions 
_ of him which he (in much condeſcenſion to hoe is 
pleaſedto vouchſafe us, not ro make us proud of 

our fatneſſe, but provident 'to improve fulneſle to 

Sratitude , and to ſerve him more compleatly; 

who does good and is good, and from whom 
Soodneſſe effluxeth to all creatures: for of his 

fulnefſe they receive fulnefle. - 

That this Underſtanding is the Key of 

Diſcovery , and Acquaintance, needs no ſecand to 

confirm it; for even nature tels us by the Rule, 

that there is no deſire of whatwe know not, "and 7noe; wills 
Scripture direRs to this as the. path to all gracious cupido. 
Intercourſe with God; in one paſſage of holy 
Writ I hear this aſſerted , They that know thy 
Name , will put their truſt 'inthee ; 1n another, 
He that comethto GO D, muſt believe that heis. yu 
Now effects imply cauſes, as Ciſterss do Springs, * 
and Rivers Seas: If God be to be believed on, 

he muft be conceived of, and underſtood by thoſe 

that thus believe him; for as articulation 15 con- 
ſequent to generation, ſo, is' adhzfion to aſſent, 

'arid aſſent ro intelle&. i 
_  Theneceſlity of intelleRt to head the will'and 
affeRtions, whichin a ſort.compleat acqaintanese, 
isevincible from many thtogs : from the order of 
GodinCreation &Nature,which makes this as the 
| "”_ B3 | - womb, 
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womb, at which p It every Ou ich tetids,! in 
jrs progreſſe to a&10n, enters. tick he natural, 
FIPica of this internal Luminary , py the firſt 
reature ; as that which God creed t6- give 
ight to bis Library, the World, which God com- 
led of nothing by.a power eternal, complete, 
and indeterminab able ; and the firſt tryall hee put 
man upon, was to rouch his Intelle@, and ro try 


the magaetiſme of that faculty, which cquld draw 


all things ro it, and incorporate it "elf with every 
thing : «And if when there was no diſtortion,if be- 
fote the miſ-rule which fin and Satan brqught in- 
zo the Underſtanding; this was the" tendency of 
that Faculty ; Tr muſt ſtill remain what it was, 

as to the Nature and ocredDeſign of God though 
vayled and denegrated by acceiſions of ſin, and 
contractions of polheents, which by underfſtan- 
ding any thing but God, and in order'to God, is 
juſt up on it. 

The faculty then is the ſame in-its nature, in its 
imployment ; onely the Roſe hath prickles, the 
Swan deformed legs : Death #« 3n the. pot, if 'Gol 
doth nor heal the waters, and turn our Underſtan- 
dings £0 that right objeR, Himſelf ; whom i fo know 
# life eternal, And whom to glorifie as God, .our 
moſt excellent and onely good, is the ſole end of 
our creation. | 

Nor is the order gf God in Creation, the only 
Joſtance of this preced ence of 3h, IncelleR ; ;bur 


ing * Sreaſts this:in the whole latitude of In- - 
c 


leavens;by that inſtin& they have, as 

at were, aud after their Ead,do ther duty,to earth, 

Man, nay their Maker ; by a duet. (which to then 
o they ſerve times ard 


. Win ſtead of IntelleR*) 


ſeaſons, 
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on Aequaintance with GOD. 

| ſeaſons; do they remit, and extend influence, ac- 
cording to the 'law of their firſt Cauſe ; and the 
Birds and Beafts, by their ſenſual Energy (anats- 
go in ſome ſortto Intelet in man) direct their 
courſe, and run their race; not attempting/to 
love or flye that which is not Good or Evit in 
their eye, and pleaſing or diſpleaſing to their Na- 
tures. Now ifthat rule of. the Schools be true, 
which neither is yer, nor ever will be contradicted, 


of Nature , then-what is the concurrent praRice 
of Univerſal Nature, according to its ſpecifick be- 
ing, muſt be Poſitive and Abſolute, and fo'from 
him who is the Beginning and End of all things, 
and therefore moit true. And fo I have mounted 
the firſt Step, the Underſtanding. Acquaintance 
imports Underftanding ; for how ſhall Defire be 
|  Heighrned, but from Knowledge; 'and Knowle 
be gained, but by that Faculty, which is admit- 
five and receptive of it? How can they (faith 
S. Pant) believe en him of whom'they have not heard? 
and how can they hear without a Preacher ? | 
Nor isthis Step confumimative to our Acquain- 
tance, if here we ftay, pitching this as the Now 
ultra, beyond' which'we will not got for God 


|  haveusengagedin much colluQtation, many brea« 
things and pantings, before we come up to the 
Mount ofMercy,where Peace is,andEvil is notzand 
therefore he cryes out'to man, in the /crond place; 

| for his Heart, his 54, whieh is the Jewel in this 
Cabinet of Glory :: This, this to the Intelle&@, is 
as the Sailes to the Ship; takes the Windrgala, 

; | B 4 an 


That the work of Nature is the work of the God- 


| hath placed his Seat on High, andthe Rounds of | 
theLadder which reacheth'him are-many ; he wilt. 


Opus Nature 
eſt opus Auths 
FP... 
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- and carrys it ta the Port of Loſs or Gain; 'this,this 


- 1sthe Womb in which are the }ſſues of life. and 
. death : this, this is the Paradiſe, which we oughr 
'to guard with the Flaming Smord of an uninter- 


' Bonum Gf wvClle 
| CONVETLURIUP. 


rupted and earneſt Zeal; for as the Sailes move 
the Ship, by reaſon of the wind. which a&ts upon 
them, andfo is cauſal of their ſwelling, es they gf 
the Ships motion; and according to the quantity 
of the wind, ſo ordinacily is the way of the Ship : 
fodoth this a&t upon the Intellects premiſes, ad- 
mitting whatever hath the Watch-word from that 
Centinel.] ſay not, that the Will alwayes followes 


the reQified Underſtanding : but thisI ſay, No 


man wills what is evil under the notion of evil, for 


_theWil and Good are convertible;and many great- 


eſt evils have ſome good in conjunttion with them, 
for which they are admitted, though :as to the 
predominant. parts of them, | they deſervedly be 
termed and judged Evil; for: whatever erreth 
from the perfet Rule of Gods Law, and defa- 
ceth the Image of Godin the foul, hath not the 
allowance of Heayen to make it currant. 7d 
- - Now this Will of man js highly concerned to the 
completion-of reaſonable Actions, it being the. 
vehiculam which carries the Intelle& to.its ObjeR, 
and thereto vnites it - | the, Underſtanding ap- 

proves the Match, ' þut the Will tyes the knot and. 
adunates ; as I muſt know, before I can will,. ſo 
muſt IT will before I can, be:acquainted with that 
I will; which is the reaſon, why between things a- 
verſe there is no acquaintance properly-:ſo called, 
but rather an Antitheſis and Retrogade Motion ; 
Contraryes meet not, nor cohabit they in intenſe 


degrees, inthe ſame SubjeF at. ong and the ſame 
| cime,, 
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on Acquaintance-with GOD 


time, becauſe they are inconſiſtent, and are made 
whart they are by the non-being of each other: 
Fire is no fire,if water preyail againſt it, for it is 
ſuppreſſed and led captive by the Vitor ; and ſo 
warter ceaſeth its moyſtureand liquidity, if the-heat 
of the fire accede it ro Maſtery; whereas other 
things that are not at this variance, meet like 
Mercy and Peace,  and;kiſs each other : Active 
head, and Paſlive moiſture,make way .for.Genera- 
tion ;* Steel.and the Load-Stone are in amity,.and 
do with eagerneſs approach each other; ſois itin 
Love, by the will diſpoſed of to any objeR. .. There 
1s no Soveraign more abſolute, as to things ſubje- 
Red to his will, then the will of man; for it 
wheels about the rorum mobile in him. This mo- 
ved Samſon'to love Dalilah, Archimedes to dye 
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with his Art ; 7«das to betray his Maſter, 7zlian 


to Apoſtatize; and by Gods ſeverity, this ſeals, 
as the meritorius Cauſe, the-wicked under unbelief, 
that they may be damned-who have pleaſare in un- 
righteonſneſs; for this once perverted and engaged, 
the whole man is circumferred and hurled after the 
genius. of its proje& : by. this are the affeRions 


'2 Thefl. 2. 12. 


alarm'd and keened to good or evil; ard without 


this Velliety is nothing feaſible, without the pow- 
er of Godcome to aid; yea, and that too deales 
mildly, by a ſweet compulſion and inſuperable per- 
ſwaſion, transforming the ſoul from what it is, 
and ascorrupted, would; into what..itis not, . but 
ought to be:ſubmiſtive zo, ſequacious ff, and volun- 
. tarily captived by God. = 


' Now all the quarters of the inner man. are beat 


up, and Proclamation is made in the name of the. 
great King of Heaven: now the word 1s, I am not 


what 


=D 


Tai, 26.13. 


ver.s. 


Step s. 


| Plai,133,2; 


Matth. 7.7. 


 Hab.2.4, 
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- -Divme Meditations 
what T was, Qther Lords have had dominion over me, 
but the deſire of my ſoul is to thee, and to the remem- 
brance of thy Name: now there is this only outcry, 
None hat Chriſt, none but Chrift. 

Fhatis the fecond Step, and the Adyance is 
great. Acqumintaur is iti a good progreſs, when 
we underſtand the worth, and will that worth to 
de acquainted with. But there is mare Marches 
ro be made ro this Conquieſt; therefore the 3*.Step 
is Diſcovery ofthis Defſite to that Obje& we love; 
and this, thongh in regard of Gods Omniſcience 
needs not; For he knoWs our ehoughts afar cf ; yet 
in order'to our Obe 1etice, and his declare Will, 
ought to be done by us 7 ain'and again ;, the Ca- 
ps is, Ak, and ye ſhall” have ; ſeek, and ye ſpall 

ad ; hnock, aoitle ſhall be opened. *Tis a minute 
Neiing boon! that is got worth asking ; God hath 
entailed Bliſs to'our wn We areas? not as the 
price, barrhe way to thettr: as he tides not himſelf 


from his ptapte the pray ; ſo doth he not own them 


that look fs ith the > Phatiſce, and have too ſtiff 
knees ro bend*before him... He kzowes the heart ts 
»vt upright, when it is unfiumble, and, condemns. 
itasa ff Characer of a: good heart not'to ask 
=_ thon CO man) conceive Godthe beſt Good, 
andrhy ſeff miſerable without him, and wilt thou 
not ſeek by: Prayers and tears to gain freedom > 
Doſt rhou'think he wil! ever be waiting to be grac- 
0x5, who ought to be waited upon becaufe he is, 
and will be filt fo, unleſs thou provoke him ro 
turn his back,and not his face > Thou art blind, 
and wilt thou'not ask Eye-ſalve > Naked, and art 
thou too ſturdy to beſeech Chriſt to caſt his Gar- 


ment of Salvation upon thee? It thou caniſt. 


nor, 


on Atquamtanct with GOD. in 

* not confeſF thy as; he declares not himſelf a Foy- 2 Jobn 1.2, g. 
gyver of fins; for his fidelity is engaged only to 
Perithts, Will any man*thars worthy, put his 
friendſhip pon an unwifling party, or morion a- 
mity but upon' the requeſt of him, whom thereby 
he _ oblige > Te OE "_ will have 

part of anothers propriety, either to beg or pur- 
Meiſe it: alk the Cojn in thy purſe, andthe pride 
in thy heart, will-not capacttate thee ro gain God 
for thy friend&upon any termes,but repert' #11d be- 
lieve : Theſe are the wedding Garments which 
bring thee into the Feaſt of far things with appro- 
-bation ; andifthy holy Motions be as eager as 
they ought, and -as thy acquaintance with 'God 
deferves, then thou wilt not find a repulſe; for thy 
'God is ready to'meet thoie with open armes,who 
| offer their ſervice to him-upon bended knee, and 

\ with abaſhed faces. 

Strep 4. to Acquaintance'with God is his Word, Step 4. 
His Servants, his ways. God is known by hisonegeings Pſal.77.2 3. 
'in hs Santtnsry,; the Scriptnres teftifie of him; "hs. Joba 5.38: | 
ſecrets are with them that fear him. If any man bea *'* 5 tag: 
ſeeker of God, himthe bears. But above-all, be 
. ſure of the favour of the Well Beloved; he+that 
"comes from his hand,ts carryed mto the Bed-cham- 
'der, andrefreſhied with the' good things 'of his 
right hand. Chrifts blond-croffeth theRoll- of 
"Fnditments, - and diſchargerh the guilt: TFi thy 
i Tool be dipped in that'bloud, ir will'hokd cofonr 
\ag4inſt all waters, againft alFaMayes to interpoſe; 
* perhaps Satan puts .in his plea, and informes;'thou 
"art his; What ttiough > a ſtronger then he hath 
'taken poſſeſſion. Suppoſe thy ſins reſt' upon 
thee asupon Mary Magdater; yet if thow love 
| s much 


, 


Pkil.2.14. 


Pfal.149.9, 


 Eccleſ(.12. 24. 
& Plal.7.11, 


____-_ Drone Meditations - 
»xch, why ſhouldſt not thou hepe to be forgiven , 
as was ſhee? There is no fin in Mortal man can out- 
poiſe the mercy in an- immortal God; nor the 
merit of a ſpotleſs Saviour, whoſe blood in value 
out-prizes them asfar as the nobleſt Gemme doth 
the moſt vulgar pibble. To this -bounteous Ema- 
zxzel (who when he was Rich became . poor, that 
we throngh his poverty might be made. rich; who 
when he was in the boſom ofhis Father, came to 
converſe with men, that he might elevate men to 
communion with God in.Grace,and compartying 
with himin glory) do thou (O holy ſoul) conzoyn 
thy ſelf by a Covenant:never to be broken. He, 
he it is that ſoders God and man, that gives thee 

acceſs with boldneſs to the Throne .of Grace, that 
moves thee to good, confirms thee in it, rewards 
thee forit, by the Holy Ghoſt, which the- Father 
ſends in his name. Is thy Peace begun and per- 
feRed, thy Comfort continued andencreaſed? in 
the aſſurance of this, thou wilt live a life of good 
example to men, and of glory to God, and after 
all, reach the mark of the prize of the high calling of 

God in. Chriſt Jeſus. For this honour have all his 

Saints. | 

And the betterto keep thee in this, leſs and 

lower to that better good, it becomes thee, O 

man, to attend on the reyealed Will of God,that 

bears witneſs to the Truch, Mercy, Juſtice, Pati- 
ence, and other. Holy Attributes of the Divine 

Nature ; it records alſo what thy duty (O man) 

1s, namely,7 o fear God and keep his Commanaments, 

not only becauſe he is angry with the wicked eve- 
ry day, but becauſe he by # love conſtraines thee, 
and expects no returnes from thee but thy ſelf: 

| Owa ' 
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on Acquaintaice with GOD. 


Own him in all-his holy Counſels, Precepts ; 
Threats, -Ordinances, Servants, and love whate= 


| verbears his Image and Superſcription : Follow 


Peter inhis tears and Faith, not in his frailty and 


| abnegation; thy Saviour.is thy Lord, and thou 


oughteſt to own him for ſuch, as well on the 
Croſs, as on the right hand of Glory; and his ſe- 
vants ought to be as dear to thee, when they are 
tormented, perſecuted, aMlited (provided they 
be ſtedfaſt, and ſuch as ſuffer for well doing, on 
whom the Spirit of Glory reſts) as when applau- 
ded, preferred, andcrowned; for this, if thou 
doeſt, enterance will be made thee into Ac- 
quaintance with thy God , . whom to know , 
is to bewiſe; and whom to live with, is to be 
ROney+ EE WO” 
-Step5.to Acquaintance with God,is identity of 
mind: therefore theApoſtles ſays, Let the ſame mind 
be in you which was in (hrift 7eſus : not the ſame eſ- 
ſentially, but the ſame diſpoſitively; the ſame ef- 
feRively; wiſh (in a holy ardency and warranta- 
ble impatience)that you could oblige God as much 
by ſervice, as he doth you by Creation, Preferva- 
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Step v, 
Phila; | 


tion, and the good-:things- of Glory, which he . 


promiſeth ; - yea, rather wiſh to be like him in 


Grace and Holineſs, then in Greatneſs and Pu- 


iſſance : There is nothing works Acquaintance 
ſo kindly and reaſonably,as congruity; the Proverb 
is; Birds of a feather will fiye together : there is natu- 
ly a kind of Magick in aflimulation ; we love Clt- 
mares and Cloathes, Books and Meats, Faces and 
Faſhions, ; proportionable-to'our Geniuſſes moſt; 


the interior idea, and the fanciful Foramtory : 
| | 1 


, 


. and the exterior ſenſe is much at the Devotion of _ 


Did you ever ſee contrarys agree while ſo? and not 
rather rheir friendlineſs bubble up from rheir uni- 
on, as one prevayling, forced the other into com-. 
plyance? Orean it be imagined that God and man 
ſhould agree, while the one is too t to have. 


equal, the other not humble enough to own a'Su- 
perior 2 In wordly converſation there is nothing 


more diſtaſted, and deelines Acquaintance, then. 


contrariety of Principle z yea it-ofteq invites to 
hatred and hoſtile procedures, even where natu- 
rally-there is antitheſis to contrariety, and alto» 
poder an ignorance of any demerit in the objeR, 
aving this nude inconformity. 


Afi Compounds are made of Simples that 
ſerve in their conjuaftion to the propoſed end; 


and though numerically they differ, yet 5x c04- 
gu they conſpiretoſerve one univocal Defigne. 
n 


building, crooked, traight, long; ſhort; licrle; 
oreat, ſappy, hearty Timbers conforme to the 


model of the Edifice, and the Surveyers Art. 


In medicines, fimples laxative, retentive, hor, 
cold, by a kindly, and even cooperation; recover. 


health, and honour the Phyſician; which other- 


wife would diſcredit the-one, andendanper the 0-: 
ther : the'likeeffet hath compleaſans an - friend-" 
ſhip, which is a marriage, not of Sexes, but minds; 


not to purpoſes of Generation but Converſation. 


And therefore thoſe miſtake the Mark-much;who' 


cure to their impure practices, and wiſt beacquain- 
red with him, aot nponihis own, but-their owe 
termes. Tf they may have a Daiilab in their tap, 
ifthey may keep their right eye and right hand, if 


| think to reduce Godto'their bounds, his.holy nas 


when they go into the houſe of Rimmorthey _ 
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be pardoned, well and good: they are contented to 
enter amity with God. But # he commands to 
cut off the right hand, and pluck ont the right eye © 
ifhe call to them to leave 4 Country; #9 cue 
out of Babylon,. to forlake father and mother;then 
with the rich man in the Goſpel, they go away 
heavy, crying out with him, Now tanti emans peni- 
tentiam: £0 theſe, Gadarens Swine are beyond 
Chriſt, glaſs before pearles, and this little world 
in view, more precious then that better in- pro- 
miſe. _ 
yeh, but Acquaintance with 'God is never the 
worſe becauſe theſe cover itnot but nppa cheap 
and diſhonourable termes,which wil not be yeilded 
unto. . Thoſe that know what it 4s to have the 
eyes of their Underſtanding opened, co-converie 
with God, not remotely (but as mortal] Nature 
my mdulgence) may with opew face, think wil 


» 
. 
__ 


ngs loſs and aung 7 compariſe on of 16; acceunting | 


themſelves never eftranged from che true end of 
their being, but when they are without the Vail, 
when the lines of their inheritance are not caſt-out 


to them -intbis lot of love, when they wander in 


the Wilderne(s of the wolrd, . and commune not 
with that God, - whoſe comforts are above' the 
world, who is whatever carth and heaven can-yeild 
adwired:for he isall in both, and aothing inether 
is deleRtable, but what heis ; nor are we ever TrQ- 
ly-our felves, but when weare {ike him, in that 
partaking. of his Divine Nature, which our being 


 15capable of, and his bleſſed purpoſe bach deſige- 


edus to. Ou | Ha pfi 
Laſt Stepto Acquaintance with God, is afſiduous 
attendance on him: fits as; 
its 


Þ 2? 
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Matth. 5. 292 
Gen. I2.1s : 
Rev.18,4., 


Matth-1 9, 32 


2 Ccr,.18e 


Laſt Step.. - 
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| Mat.19.26,27. 


.-Divme Meditations - © 
ſeldom amouni to intimate friendſhip, thoſe inte 
vals and faint treatments, like cold atid indige-' | 
ſted Meteors hang hovering, but never condenſe, 

and body into any ſolidity , like dainty meats 
which rather puff up then feed 5 or like gay 
clothes; which adorn more then comfort Nature: 
The greateſt ingredient to many mens friendſhip, 
is a Cap,or a Congee, Your humble Servant, and 
Paſlionately yours, which wiſe perſons eye as the 
purliew in which the Raſcal Deer moſt ly, the No- 
bler rarely ; and therefore uſe thoſe Modes rather 
in Symphony with the plurality,then out: of allow- 
ance 'and choice. Many in the matters of God, 
and in Duties of Religion (whereby we ſhould ac- 
quaint our ſelves with him) are as fetchant and 
wavering, astheſein leſs conſequentials are : they 
wait not at the poſts of Wiſdoms door ; they come 
notearly, they g0 not to bed late; they eat not 

the bread of ſorrow, that they might purchaſe this 


one thing neceſſary : Earneſt they are not, nor | 


do they by a holy impetuoſiry and violence ſeiſe on 
Heaven, not wraſtle with God, not lethim go tl 
he bleſs them with his Acquaintance; yet do they 
expect to partake of God as fully, as Zachary 
and Elizabeth, who wait «von him duily, and walk. 
in his Commandments without reproof ; but how vain- 
ly theſe expe& grapes from thornes, and figs from 
thiſtles, the Conſequence ſhewes; God keeps them 
at diſtance, he feeds'them with the husks ; he loves 
thoſe that fear him, not formidive pane, ſed vim 


rutis amore; and he values thoſe higheſt who are 


moſt importunate , undiſmiſſable, whom not a 
»ou drcet will diſcourage from begging crumbs ; 


whom no Moment, no company will diſhearten 


from 


i 


-cond Scrupleto be explicated. - 
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from reſolving.with:7+b, Though thy killeſt megyet 

will] traſt in'ithee.  Thele are the Merchants out 

ord ſpeaks of, who ſell all to.purchaſe the Jewel of 

D1vine Intercourſe; theſe are Dey that cry out for 
a 


care not what 


: 


the light of Gods COMMFENANCE, | 


they {uffer ſo they have it. To theſe humble pro- 


ſtrates are the Doles of Heaven dealt out, on 
thefe that cry out, as Rachel! did to Zacoh, _ Grve 
me Grace, orel/e Idye, doth God give the bleſ- 
ling of Acquaintance, and for theſe and theſe ons 
ly hath he a Reſerve, a Manſion inhis Kingdom, 
feruſalem above, whichis the viſion of Peace;and 
in the fruition of which# by holy Acquaintance 
with God as the way and means, we ſhall obtain 
adunition tv God, as the end .and fruition ' of 
Peace 1n that felicity , for ſo... ſaith the next 
words, eAcquaint now thy ſelfe with God, and be 
at peace, c; oY : TOTO OE 
But ftay man a'while, There is ſomewhat inter- 
current *twixt Acquaintance and Peace, there: are 
bars and bounds to keep the Stage free from peſter. 
God hath appointed Means and Degrees, .. by 
which to come atlength to this Culmen, this.top 
of the. Mount on which ſhall be our. Transfigurati- 


.on : Chriſt 12/es and: Elias: are to be mer with 


when we can ſay our Chriſtian Alphabet roundly, 
when we can ſay, not only as Saint, Paw, Non- 
dum attio; metam, but ſing that Epinichyon, Thox 
art worthy, © Lord, for thou haſt redeemed us from 


ſn, ſorrow, the world, and maze us Kings and Prieſts 


to thee. Till then, . there is a/;qid agendum;if ever 


thou wilt come to the end of thy, race, it muſt be 


by the Means ordained to thatend, which is the ſe- 
2 What are the 
LMeans 
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Job I3.1F5 


Plalmg:; 


Phil.z 12. 
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John' 5. 40. 


Divme Meditations © © 


HMeanes of obtaining this Acquaintance ? 'The 
Solution of this.is partly done in the foregoin 


Confideration, and therefore will require the leſs 


anſwer here ;' the preſcribed Steps'of affent are al- 
ſo many ſeveral Paces towards it ; what is neceſſa- 


ry tobe added o Avbe. of 1lluſtration, is only: this; 
God requires of every Acquaintance, 1. Reconci- 
liation to Chriſt : 2. Reſignation to his holy Spirit : 
3: eAdoration of his Ordinances: 4. eAdmira- 
tion .of bis Works. 5. Renovation of life. 


© 1” Reconciliation ro Chriſt : Allſin is Hoſtility a- 


gainſt him ; *tis Rebellign againſt the Prince of 


- Peace,and folly againſt hfmthe Wiſdom of thie Fa- 


ther: He came to unite God and thee, and thou 
{O man) laboureſt the Defeat of his advent; the 
end of his deſcent from Heaven'to earth, was to 
draw men after him; thou in ſtead of coming to 
him that thou mayeſt have life," ranneſt away from 
him: in ſtead of caſting down thy ſelf at his feet 
and craving his pardon, thou holdeſt up Weapons 
of unrighteouſneſs againſt him: Is this thy kind- 
neſs'to thy friend > Is this thy Loyalty to thy 
Prince? Is this the Badge of Acquaintance and 
friendly intimacy > Doft thou crown Chriſt with 
thorns, and expect he ſhould kiſs thee with the kiſ< 
ſes of his lips > Doſt thou deliver bim to the Corfs, 


. and lookeſt fromhim for a place in Paradi/e 2 'Do 


heſe rough hands of E/ax, deſerve from Iſaak any 
leſling2 O man miſtaken, erring thorow the 
Deluſion of thy Proſpe&, and the Temptation 
incumbent on thy heart ! Return, and ſeek to him 
by tears, whom thon haſt provoked by Treachery, 
crave his blood, thine Attonement, which thou 
haſt ſhedin triumph to thy Luſts; thou baft __ 
| im 


- 


ks a , 


bn Acquamtaiice with GO D. 19. 1 

him thine Adverſary by ſin, humbly proſtrate thy 

ſelf as his Purchaſe and Penitent : Let him ſee thy 

tears trickle downthy tender cheek, from a penſive 

heart, anda gracious eye, that now lookeſt upon 

thy ſelf with greater ſcorn, then ever finfully thou 

didtuponhim, when wickedly thou faidit, 7 will 

mot have this man rasgn over me; and let no hour; 
day, moment paſs without ſome earneſt Petition 

for Reconciliation, That he would ceaſe to be 

what thou haſt deſerved; thine Upbraider, Ac-' 
cuſer, ſevere Judge : and be what he hath promi- 

ſedto all that turn to hiry with all their hearts, az 
Advocate, a Load-ftone; the Way, the Truth, and 

the Life : An Advocate, to plead thy Cauſe; a 
Load-ſtone, to touch thy heart ; the Way iti which; 

and Truth by which thouiſhouldeſt walk ; andrhe 

Life to crown thee after thy work done. _ 

© But perhaps thou concludeſt thyſelf at too great 

a loſs to recover, too far out of favour tobe re- 
ingratiated 2 Why ſo? If where ſin abounds, Grace Rom.5.20; 
ſaperabonnds, there is hope for thee! Beſpeak 

riot (O man) thy denyal, do nor ſtay thy career 
towards heaven, becauſe thou feareft the door of 
Graceis ſhut. Such Concluſions may hinder thy 
endeavour, they cannot add to thy comfort ; 
Therefore covet in the ſecond place; the Holy Spi- 5 
eit to thy comfort ; entertain him Kindly, grieve | 
him not by reiterated fins; quench him not by a- 

verſe obſtinaty, e-Lnneſci (anima) te verecunduns” 
habere ſponſum ? This holy Dove ſent from the 
Deity, brings the Olive Branch with him; the 

Peace is boughtby Chriſt, but the Spirit ſeals and 
appliesthe Purchaſe ; the Salve is rare, but, works 

fot kindly,except that hand layes 6n the Plaiſter : 

y © C 3 chere- 
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therefore reſign thou thy ſelf to the Spirit of God, 
let himrule in thee, and by his Steerage be thou | 


acted; follow this Star, it ever leads to Chriſt; 
hearken to his voice, it is vox azlettiy its a calm, 
ſweet, lovely, lightſome voice ; be raviſhed with. 
thisMuſick,which with Hyper-Syrexe notes,charms. 
moſt wiſely ; give up thy ſelf,ſoul and body to this 
Beſieger, that ſummons thee to dehiver up the 
ſtrong Holds of Sin and Satan to Chriſt the King 


of Saints, and the Savionr of his Body the Church. 


Make no terms with him, the Holy Ghoſt will not 


| betyedto Articles : Heis free to intercede, and. 


thou muſt be free to render : as he will have'good 
quarter, ſo gives he ſure comfort. The ſoul that 
receives him, is Scot-free from Terror and Fear 
of Divine diſpleaſure, for this Gueſt ſecures his 
Quarters; yea, the power of the Almighty over- 
ſhadoweth thoſe with Grace, whoſe hearts are 
prepared to cry, Yeni Spiritas Sanfte. And till 
(O man) this be thy temper, thou art as unfit for 
Acquaintance with God as for Heaven ; of 
which it is a real Type, and to which it is the Bap- 
tif} : for. as into Heaven fleſh and blood, - qaa 
ſuch, cannot enter; ſo into familiarity - with 
God can none be admitted who have not/the 
Teft of this Comforter, who never beares 
witnefſe that they are the ſons of God, | who 
_ unreconciled to Chriſt , unreſigned top 
im. Wet nag 

But how may theſe Graces appear in me, may 
the ſoul ſay > God, Chriſt, and the Holy -Ghoſt 
have their Courcin Heaven, Iam in the Valley of 
Bochim, in the frigid Zone of earthly -vanities, 


' where duſt and aſhes, wormes, and no men, live, 


and 


— — 
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and acclamate the Diana of Pomp and ſplendid 
hothing; my bticker is notdeep enoughmy ftature 
* tiothigh enough to reach Heaven ; my bulk will 
not bear thoſe breadthySails which that Glory fils. 
What ſhal I do?How may I contra acquaintance 
with God by anion with Chriſt, and rendition to 
_ his Spiric ? To theſe the third Step is anſwer, .4- 
dore his Ordinances: Thoſe are his Leidgers which : 
here he leaves to negotiate about affaires of Hea- 
ven ; theſe are the Chariots in which _E1;- 
ahs*are whirled thirher ; theſe bring forth, and 
there is none barten amongſt them ; the good will 
of him that Was inthe buſh are upon theſe, * which Dcur. 33.16. ? 
Atheiſm and rreligion would ſeparate and unbro- 
ther, as rejectitious and illegitimate. God hath 
appointed his Word. for our Rule, his Miniſters 
for our Guide, his Sacraments for our Comfort, 
his Day for.our Reſt and Refetion, his Church 
for our Pillar and Ground of Truth; and thoſe 
wha adore not theſe are notlike to be Gods: 'Ac- 
guaotane 'Soveraignty will have no limits pre- 
ſcribed by SubjeRts. Heaven knowes no Method 
bur that of its own dictation : Thoſe that will be 
beggars, muſt not. be chuſers : Intereſt with God 
is worth gaining by capin hand, and upon bend- 
ed knee ; and they deſerve not to be heard in their 
requeſt, who requeſt any thing contra formam $ta- 
tuts inde edits ; the Declarative Law is, Search 
the Scriptures, for they do teſtifie (ſaith Chriſt) of John 5.329. 
we. And in another place: /f they will not hear Euxe 16.29. 
CAHMoſes and the Prophets, neither will they be perſwa- 
ded if one riſe from the dead.” EEE 
. :, Wander not then (O ſoul) after wild phanſies 
. end blazing figments; expoſed to view, and ſet on 
> . ma C3 . op broach 


Divine Meditations 

broach' of purpoſe to deceive and miſlead ignorant 
and inquiſitive worldlings, who ſet the Crown 'on 
Coridens, and believe Chriſt the Saviour of the 
world, rather from his riding on an Aſs-Colt, and 
obſcure parentage, then from his glorious atte- 
ftation from Heaven, or his convincing conver- 
. ſation here on earth; and judg nothing Sacred, but 
what is indeed common and unclean :Bur(O foul 

keep thou cloſe to the Ordinances gf Chriſt, which 
his ſervants bave received from him by the uaque- 
ſtionable tradition of the Church, to the Truth 
of which the lives and deaths of holy Martyrs, and 
glorious Confeſlors, bave in all ages born witneſs; 
anddo not believe that any thing is ſo lovely and 
truly advantageousto thy peace, and orderly'con- 
dud, as to ſerve thy God in that manner which he 
hath appointed: and adore thou theſe holy my- 
ſeries, bo which waters the City of God in thy 
ſoul,ought only to be made glad. | Oo 
' 5 And though thus ro do be tq do more then 
many now. will, yet 1s it not the totaum poſtulatum 
of thee: God(O man)requires of thee ſome tribute 
of praiſe; the quit-rent of Gratitude. The Pſal- 
miſt tells us in the-perſon of God,  yhoſo offereth 
me prasſe,honoureth me': and to give God the glo- 
ry of his Munificence, is but to offer him: of his 
own-; it is but to pay him our-Fine in his owne 
Coyn; for what have we that we dg'net recerve? And 
- 1n no kind is this ſenſe of our obligation to' God 
better reſented by him,then by eAdmiration of bis 
works, which is the fourth Requiry of God to- 
wards the perfeRtion of our Acquaintance. with 
him, Admiration of bis works, And here methinks 
I am enforced to exclamate with the holy Pophet, 
NG > + ©: ++... 0 3 4 Lord: 


on Acquaintance with GOD. So 
Lord what is Mane What his Being, Capacity, 
Dignity, that thou ſhouldeſt honour him with 
Contemplation''of thee, and of thoſe Works 
which ſet thee ontiin thy back parts, though''nor 
tothe: ineffability of thine Eſſence > Who, ©, 
who wiſhes not his tongue were untied,” and'tip- 

ped with Eloquence, excelling mortal Emulation, ,. 

that he/might give to God the glory due to bis name, © "I 
and praiſe bm according to his excellent greatneſs; 
not only for that- he-is h;ph, nor for that he's, 

and there 'ts none beſides him ; but for that he vouch- : 
ſafeth to look down upon us here below, and calls usto 
contemplate his good Will, as well as matchleſs 
Power in the Formation of things, and the order- 
ly produQion of them! "Hete is Matter to amuſe 
the Secretary of Nature, and to puzzle the great- 
_ eſt Gedipmhereis a full point to Plato's Eloquence, 
and Plotinus his Profundity. Who can ſearch the 
Center of that 1dea-which was in God, when he 
miade'the Sun; Moon, and'Stars, appointing"them 
their ſeaſons, influences, order, and ſweetly tu- 
ning them each to other > Who: knowes the Na- 
ture df Creatures animate-and inatimate,veperive 
andſenfſitive; andican fay of their Natures; " as 
God doth of the Seas proud Waves, Hitherto aud 
wo further ;' this you can, and this:you cannot" do? 
Whiere'is he that ſees the abyſs of Providence, 'and 
penetrates into that privy- Chamber of Divinity, 
which'is for Gods. eye only ? - daring to affirme 
what ſhall and ſhall not be ; -and the conſequences 
of things natural and contingent > - Sure, no mor- 
tal man, undementated, dare ſo :confide in Arr, 
and dote ſo fondly on his vain ſhadow, as to boaſt 
ofthis, which is Gods incommunicable Jewel; and 

\, *, CT 4 the 


"24 


the Prerogative of his Crown. Qur.portion(Oman) 


Deur. 29.29. 
Exod. 24.2. 


isto wait Gods diſcovery; Secyyrt things belong: ts 
God, (but things revealed to us; \ and God forbid. we 
Jhavld come neerer the Mount then is indulged us, 
Or eparavonr after Wiſdom beyond: Sobriety.;-Qur 
duty'is to. acquaint our ſelyes with: God, not by 
knowing himas he is, for thars impoſſible ; 'but 
by knowing him as he manifeſts himſelf in works of 
Power, Providence, Mercy;. and.in the improve- 
ment of what light we borrow from this Lamp,: we 
may ſee enough to. make usin love with him, who 
made all things as, and what they.are,and to'what 
they ſhall-be : In him the Rich-and the poor, the 
wiſe and the ſimple, the Brute. aud the Rational, 
the Worm andthe Angel, the Flye and the Eagle, 
the Ant and the Elephant, theMouſe and the Li- 

on, the Ecie and the Whale meet; God. is: the 
Maker of them all, and the fame- power went. to 


"the produQion of the leaſt as greateſt ; from him 


come winds and ſeaſons, and without him nothing 
1s that is, nor ſha]l be that he wills not: this is the 


 fum of what we can reach to in theifolio of : Con- 


templation and: practice;for whatever helps Art & 


_ Nature give'vs;-come far ſhorter of the utmoſt ex- 


tent of Gods-Works, than the ſhorteſt ladder.is 
ſhort-of the Heayen we ſee,or the impureſtſoul of 
that better Heaven we hopefor: The beſt Meditati- 
on we canmake,is that of the Father, S: tale Artifi 
eim,qualis Artifex? ſi tale eft;quodfecit, qualys ef 
gas fecit> Ifthe courage of the Lion, ftirength of 
the Elephant, capacity ofthe:Whale, prudence of 
the Ant, continence of the Dove, If the world be 
ſo variouſly fitted with neceſſaries, for delight; 
ſupport, and exerciſe of man, and his Nature 


, ER T4c; Bike. ME Ea EE " V2 Reagent OE TOE No OE WOE YT I I rn I "> OO ITN <a oa Ra + ed 4.0 Seas ol as YN 
7 as ” h r 6 TORN" "x 0 IS. ;- « 
, by 
- * os 
,,v = o « a. 
; * MM. 
F G [} wk. — 22 
S F . 4 . t ws % - 
4 
, 
| 


ſo. 


be At 0. A. Bo STR 


Yu or a, 


- 


© n 


_ AS in RED? SE $M "IBS ks SO IE" 2 
z wy ow a} *: _— . 2 4. 4. at _ I 6 eh) *t wE att ». . Lit p 4 
, a... ONT Ip ©; l i ES | A 
= % C * x-F- + ' p4 -s +. aft « = - 4 _- 


our ang: 

of things, £reatures, and continents, inſgme pro- 
portion ſutable to. his being, and Geds.deſign- 
ment z. hath he not _ great \cauſe to cry! qut.with 


that -Kingly Prophet,0 haw, fearfrully aud how won- 


derfully am 1 made for who can confeſs leſs then 
this, The Heavens declare the glory of Ged,, and the 
Firmament ſheWes his handy'\Work? - 


- 


o 


But (O..man) wander mot:too wildly. in this 
wilderneſs, wherein are beaſts of Prey, un- 
couth, paths,diſmal upſhots,; thine errand.and end 
is to admire the works of God ; that. thou maiſt 


do, .it-is thy duty.,,, and. Gods: exact . of thee 


ſo to do; and thouthy ſelfe art_a fair: Textto 
uch pious Meditations ; 1 God created.thee ſome- 


thing of nothing, a Man, not a Toad,.. a Chriſti. 
an, nota jearhen, of Uear intelle& not bru- 
tiſh, of right, ſhape. nat. deformed ;.. and .canſi- 
der, this calls. for Gratitude. | God hath,,beau- 
rified thee; with a_brighs, Sun, - refreſhed. chee 


by a ſweet aj of wing..m thy. ſayls, . thou. art 
the. wiſhed Port, .; ſupported -by, a. mira- 
culous,, hang, of Providence,, . he hath diſcove- 


at, the . w 


red to thee thy. dangers, conducted. thee in thy 
way,  miniſtred: to .thy,,wants, when.'others not 
leſs his,, nor leſs themſelves then thgy, go mour- 


ning. all the.day long, 'are, on. their, duty, ; wai- 


ting. ( with, the Crippte;) when the -good:'An- 
el . will come to. their.,.comforr , but;/all-in 
vain: | No Butter ſticks ontheir bread;- their cake 


is dough asthe Proverb is; All is fruitleſs; Remem-: 
ber the more thou receiyeſt;the more thou muſt re-. 
turn; Cui plus datyrab illopiu exigitar.; in fine,ra- 


gf ther 


mpxrove the ſecrets,; and ſeveral, qualities 


25 c 


Plal.139. 14, 
I9, 1, 


Jobn 544. 


| Dent. 32.15, 


| | Phil. 4+ O 


. and truſting itin 'the "han 


UUDivens Meditations 

ther labotr to n____ welthatthou haft, thento 
covernidfe to miſuſcic,and/abuſertiy ſoul;for God 
expects from allmen;” ashe ſowes;, . fo.:to'reap; 
and thou art an Unchrift 'on his Bounty, 'if thou 
returne{t him not obedience and love, 'who hath 
crowned thee with Honour and Plenty'above thy 
4 pe 

Bat (O man)above all things, be not like 7eſ#- 
741; ſparn not with the' heel ; when thou art 
fat, forget not the hatid that feeds thee, 'and the 
paps of Providence that fuckle thee;;. nor let thine 
hornes be exalted ro worry and: plague thy fellow 


—— 
- 


ſervants of a tower Form then'thou art; "This is 
not to be like God, good, gentle, and gh unto 
ell thoſe that call upon-hins ;. but liket the ſervant in 
the Goſpel;who rock his felbow ſervant Þy the throat, 
when he himſelf was forgiven'by hu Lyra the grea- 
ter Debr; yea, this is yor'to admire* G69; but to 
reproach him, as ageing POger ang'Greatneſs; 
hands of thoſe '*who by. it 
prey'upon; not prote& the Sheep: "This isnot to 
admire the Works ' of God, bur tv admire 'th 
ſelf, and cofacrificet6'thine own Ambition an 
inordinicy; and fo to diſhonour God'who' com: 
mands,- O#r Moderation 'fronld' be known to all 
men ; yea;this is to be unworthy of *Atquaintance 
with'God, tho is Shepherd of his' Sheep; and de- 
lights in Lillyes, things harmleſs "and: benigne ; 
and thoſe that are not ſuch; ſhallYo well to con- 
fider that'of the Prophet, [will ſpoil the Spoiler ;; 
and ſteer another courſe for the futare,; even 'to e- 
mendation of life ; which brings up the rear of 
what God requires from-thoſe that wil be acquain- 
ted with. him,and calls for my next Medirition. 
Laſtly, 


LY 
%. 


" + LaRtlY RevoVtHon of Life iS a thiefaljuii@, to 


Kcquaintapce with Go The #rid darktieſs;Chriſt 


and Belial, Dagon and the Ark do noragyee; new 
<clorh ahd” od” gatthents" thee not, NO TA Sd 
rous Wineendbre crazy bottles;nor a Kingly mind 
'brook the thatched cottape: There is nothins more 
averſe to the pure Nature of God, then the im- 
pure life ofa finner ; his eye*loathes, his hand 
cotreRs, his heart relucts, his Word reproves, 
his Spitit labours againſt it; he cannot bur call 
with a loud voice, O do #ot that abominable thin 

which T hate ; and correQ, by revealing hz. wo 


from Heaven 6 put the onpng of men ; Till 


© 
- 


'thou (O' man) return to him by Repentarice, 
there is ao peace with God to be hoped * no a- 
mity to be attained. The means to gain God, iis 
fo own tliy ſelf, and to return to thy fathers love, 
_ to weep over thy wandrings,and.to drown thy fins 
in penitent tears,as did Mary Magdalen and Peter. 
Then, then only are we worthy to be. friends of 
God, 'when we are not profatie as E/a#, but ho- 
ly as Abraham; notrude1s Nimrod, brit meek as 
Moſes ; not rebellious as Ab/o/om, but devour ds 
David ; tiot treacherous 4s 74das, but penitent as 
Peter , not. vexatious as '$4#4, but couragions as 
Paul; notembracing the world as did Dem, big 
contemning itand our ſelves, as exght the Diſciple 


of Chriſt, "who muſt deny himſelfe, and tuke wp the 


Croſs. This,” this is to be barn again, Nichodewmn 
is leſſon . this i$ to be renewed 37 the ſpirit of onr 


- 


minds ; thisis to ceaſe to do vil, and ltarn to do 


. 


well ; thisis to pit on the Lobd 7eſws, and totake no 
thought for the fleſh ; this is to have no fellowſhip With 
anfruitful Works of darkyeſs,” but rather to reprove 


them ; 


\ 


__ = F E255. » .of* 4 "IF a 
- nMAcyn int; 7 # with GOD 


Jer.44-4- 


£4 Pp F 


Rom.1.18. 


Luke 15.18, 


Mark 8.34. 
Jokin ZeZe ; 
Epheſ.4.23+ - 
I(ai.1.26.- 8 
Rc m.13.14, 
Ep heſ,5, 1%. } 
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\ 
C 


Pſal.84.11, 


; Luke I$,7- 


red with aſhes: .,A weeping «cyc...is | 
Favourite with a merciful” od, «7 who not only 


- 


 thews.;; this is to. put. off-the old man, and to put on 


Ephel.4. 22,24 theyewp man, which: after Ged: 15 created in _Righ- 


,zeau[neſſe and true Helineſſe ; this is to- lay the bur- 
then of onr ſins, upon Chriſt, _ and ro rake the 
beauty. of Holineſs:from .him :© rhis is to gain 
_ heavens amnefty,' to rexzove our fins far from #5, 
'% the Eaſt i framthe reſt, and. to cayſe them to 
come | 20 more in remembrance before God ;. yea, _ this 
is to be throughly acquainted with; Gpd, and to 
have him the ſouls Sun and Shield, who w1ll give 
Grace. and. Glory, and withhold no. good thing from 
it. | | 
Theſe are the: boya notabilia ,* which God 
keeps as the reward: of Piety, ;* as his ſecrets, 
ſo his.comforts are . with. thoſe that.fear him. 
Cluſters of Canaas, . grow not upon _Crabſtocks of 
Sodom: Divine familiarity is: not with mortal foe- 
dity : 1 hey which will have God their Lord, 
muſt have his Rule for their Guide... Penitence 
muſt ſapply the want of Innocence, or elſe God 
will deny acceptance: It is. not for me to 
fay,_I will- return,after, and be received firſt. 
God: will have his. Doles of - Mercy. diſtributed 
'to Pennancers ; and the Oyle_of Gladneſs re- 
turned to thoſe faces ,whole heads were cove- 
ing eye...is. no. ſmall 


greets with an Exe, returning ſins, but com- 
mands an Exzltate, in Heaven amongſt the An- 
gels for.it; and thoſe that ſow their wild oats 
in tears, ſhall reap their wages in que time ; 
namely, Mercy and Joy, in, Come ye Bleſſed of my 
Father, receive the Manſion prepared for yon, by 
Acquaintance with God; namely, Peace, whic 


IS - 


Q 


on Acquaintance. with GOD. 


1s ;the third hinge of my Meditation, os Colbie 


ſtupet Anim, deficit oratio. . Peace which Pa. eth 


- inthe Scripture, Acquaint: new. thy Jeep) With. lag 


be at peace.,;!: ; Ta 
'The third Quere: is, what Peace it is thiſe. have 
who are acquainted with Goa? And here filet hngua, 


Underſtanding; (ſuch'the .Peace, of God is) may 
well exceed utterance. The tongue is the heats. 
Bell-man, and thecry.is acording to, the concep- 


tion. As what food nouriſherh, not, will not tran- 


fide into the members aggrandization ; -ſo what 


the thought ſprings not, will never ſwell into 


words; Peace theny of this peace of God, it is 


ſomewhat ineffabile, paſt Hoging out, .it..is hid- 


in the hollow. of his (Ew) under his pavillion, 
from the ſtrife of tongues, -which j in treatin of its 
peace, would break the peace'sf Truth. ©" But (O 
my: ou is this the forbidded tree 2 miiſt nor 
thou taſte and not dye? Hath' God cabinerred 
up. this Jewel, and muſt not .man ſee it and live? 
Is this the one thing neceſſary;' yet prohibited 2 ? 
Doth God require that of ie which i it im ofiible 
tome? Andare my comforts furroanded' with a 
flaming Sword,inacceſlible? Norhing lefs?” "The 
well is deep (O'my ſoul) .but thy backetis ſutable; 
the Pearle is dear, but thy 'price, in hand wilt reach 
it; thy peaces precious, and it's deſpoſited with 
him, who hath broke down the wall of Separation ; 
chere i iS a #eW and living Way to this Holy of Holies, 


not by blood of Bull and Goats ;. ;. but by the” blood of 


Cri WeCreſts the Chriſtians glory, and Signature of 


© 


.noply>2 Dot 


eace. 
Burt is this peace a complete Armature and Pa- 
it fic every part: 2 Is itproof in 
__ every 


Queſt. 3e 


Epbeſ, 2-14, | | 


LE 


I I 

* BY ; . 
®. 
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every joint ; is there no ſoft place/in it, through 


which the poiſon of Satans power or policy will - 


pierce? Is it a ſweet Nightingale in the breſt, as 
well as a Head-piece and Guard to the outward 
man ?' Yesſure, the peace ſpoken of in this Scrip- 
ture is every way lovely,: like Fonathan; lovely in 
life, and lovely in death; a great ſource of Joy 
to thee, while thou'art on thy way, ' and a glo- 
rious Epitaph on thy Monument , - when thoa 
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haſt done thy work,” and run out thine Hour- 


Oo 75-2 CO Pak Tempirn.} 
This Peace is T ripliytitts Pai Peftoris. 

i i Pax Nuimms.\ 
Yr C0r viſion to the Eye.. .- 


glaſs. _ 


Or! internal LOf Conteinplation to the Mind. 
Eternal COF Fruition both to Soul & Senſe: 
- iT; Peace outward, "that 1S54 fruit of Acquain- 
tance with God; ,for thus he giveth his Beloved 
reſt : thatthe Creatures are under thine awe; that 
the Elements are thy Pavillion, the Clouds thy 
Cifſterns, the Sun, Moon and Stars thy Tapers, 
the earth thy Granary, the Cartle chy Food an 
Rayment, is from God' who is good, and doth 
£00d. | I'donot fay,that Peace is always the Badg 
of Grace, or-that- it ever, in regard of Externi- 
ties, fares well with thofe who are good. Iknow 
the contrary, and ſd did David to his trouble long 
ago ; and ob chap. 12.6. complainins that the 
T abernacles of Robbers proſper, and they thas provoke 
God are ſecure ; yea and Ne, reaſons with God 


and 


concerning his Judgments,z7/hy do the Wicked proſper 


J 


-it,but often impeached and deflowr 


's 


on's GOD. 
and thoſe that hate God artexalred? Fer.13.1, White 
holy men are clad in ſack-cloth, -and covered with 
aſhes, go monruing all the day" long, have not (with 
their Saviour) a hole to. hide their heads in, nora 
crumb to: feed their bellies, '6r a rag to'cover their 
nakedneſs./ + Do I not read of Dives faring deli- 
ciouſly , of Nebachadnrezzar quaffing in'the holy 
veſſels ? : yet the one wanting \nothing but -room to 


lay his wealth'in, andthe other priding in the 
| Babel that he had built for the glory of his Majeſty ? 


And doth not the ſame ear fer in the Narrative of 
Elijahs poverty, fed by a Raven; and of Pauls ne- 
cellities, -ſ#pplyed by the' labour of his hands ? Are 
not wicked mens O-xen ſtrong to labour ? and ſeewe 


not their'perſons and fortunes free from captivity 


and reftraint'?'' when men''more holy then they, 
having no oxen'to labour for- them, are fain them- 
ſelves -to'labour like oxen 'to: tread ont their ſup- 
port, and to pay: from the ſweat of their brows, 
a tribute to-their Tyrannous Maſters ;*who with 


\more then Egyptian ſeverity; lay load of brick, and 
withdraw the allowance and furtherances thereto ? 


If it beſo; how is acquaintance with God a way to 
outwar@ peace? {el NG 
'T anſwer,'Yes: | it is the way to outward peace 
truly ſs called, that is, xo ſanctified outward peace, 
which is\'peace in a proper and favoury ſcfiſe : 
Meer ſerenity of ſtate, is as far from bleſſing, as 
eaſe is from health ; which ſeldom is propagated by 
| ed. 'When'peace 

-and- proſperity is beftowed: nyon bad nien, *cis to 


__reward'ſonie good thing in them : "ſome ſervice 


they have done God ; | God leaves not thoſe un- 
rewarded, whom h4 own bonnty, not ma: 
-5FpA | ' hath 
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Luke 16.19; 


Dan. 5,23- 


1 King.17, 
AR. 20,34- 


| Hoſ.s. \$O 


| Pro.14.1 Z 
| Dag.s: 5 


| Bcelef.6. 2. 
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hath, made /erviceab/e to him; or atleaſt toJeave 
them without excuſe, ,*har. they may, be. ſilent when 
dren have ; this is the busk that Gods: prodigals 
feed upon; this is the, mgrk'they level at ;.. like Hel 
and the Grave,they cry Gzve,Give. | And what do 
they gape after? *Tis arnrs [acra fames,, eAlexan- 
ders Conguelts,. Creſ#s his Wealth; 7.a{y bis Ora- 
tory, Metellus bis proſperity : theſe'take up'their 
proſpeRiyes, bound their aims, ſwell their'phumes : 
This fatted calf have theſe for their entertainment; 
Ultra neque (pes, neque.timor ; they: canſider not 
the ſowr ſawce chat follows this Pa over. - On the 
.contrary, When AfMicion befalls the Godly, it is 
to ventilate, to. winnow their chaffe from-them, to 
corre& them for frailtie , and to chaſe them our 
of their covert, in which they delighted themſelves 
as 0n beds of Ivory, and in. wayes; ofRoles ;  Sup- 
purated ſores muſt have Corrofives: ?Tis.too much 
cruelty to. powr .in .Oyl,, where there is:need of 
mundifying : Aﬀfiictions and external quaſſations 
are like thunder, purgations to the air. ': i The Soul 
is never better then when out of the; Sun-ſhine : 
Then it gathers up its garments, and.crowds cloſe 
to God: . [n their affliftions they will ſeek.me early. 

. Nor have the wicked-profperity' and; peace in 
peace.;.. Aliquando ſub hbilari vultu-treft is. animm. 
Solomon tels us, [n the midſt of: _—_ the heart is 
ſerrowfull,; ſometimes there is an hand: on-the wall, 
a red. Croſſe of Gods diſpleaſure on the fronts of 
our peace ;; '.There- is peace, peace, and-:no peace; 
Midas. his.miſery, Exy frekthons thirſt, a! coveting 
eye and a, nauſeating tomack, a grand eſtate and a 

nurious ſoul: here 1s the evil under the :Sun Solomon 
peaks of. Some- 


o 


Iſa.45.1. & 4. they are. judged. Thisisthe portion that Hagar: chil- 
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_ on Acquaintance with 


Sometimes proſperity'and- peace, as Riches is _ 
Siven to the hurt 'of the Owners; ſometimes Ecclef.5.3. ©: 
there is denyed ſomewhat with it, for which,it 1s | 
appetible, as/Heires; Health, Friends ;, and ever Gen. 1s. 2. 


thereis denyed to wicked men, Gods bleſſing on, it, 
which brings noſorrow with nor after it ; the abſence 


of which, cauſeth the dregs in the bottom of all 


worldly peace to worldly minds, for it makes then) 


cry out of Proſperity, as captived (7/#s did of 


Solon; O Solon, : Solon, had 1 hearkned ta thy pre- 
monitions, 1 had never been ſo uuprovided for. bonds 
and captivity. Ofrheſe then, that which the, A- 
poſtle ſayes of the Unchaſte widdow,. 15 moſt true, 
they are dead when zhey live. But to the Godly ic 
is far otherwiſe, their peace outward is. ever ſan- 
ified, not as tothe preſent uſe of it (for they 
may faint in the Sunſhine, they may be lifted. up 
through abundance of Revelation) but as to; the 
Sacred end, and ultimate reſultot. it: God.ſhall 
turn this by the Sacred Chymiſtry.of Omnipoten- 
cy, into Good: This is within the. pale of ; A? 
t ings work, together for good to them that. {owe 
Away then, thou Accuſer of the Brethreh,, 
avoidthou Tempter- to Evil; and thou, /Motrar 
Piece of. Divine Fury, Satan,:., Away .yee chil- 
dren of Darkneſs, : who hate; thoſe. of: Light, 
becauſe ”_ deeds are evil; forbear your  taun- 
tings of thoſe whom the Lord hath ſmitten, 5 
juſtifie not thoſe whoſe Iniquirous Ballances 
have made themſelves onely weighty, and all 
others' too light : the Standard; of Juſtice, ;is 
coming round ; your doomis Mere tekel, 7/- 
pharſin; the glory of your ' forged Sanftimony 
D y 
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Prav.1o. 24; 


Dan.5.zz: »! 


ents, 


_——— 


dwelt with manY can theſe” bonuſes of clay. 
kim thatis whatever is Infinite and Incompreheg 
Jible,which heis > Berhop,O-Lord;with Snied 
and, let it : thine Inſtrument £0 decipher this, 


| Iqgins 'Frophets, Apes: Hartge; 4 


om n Acquanttance, with GT ;0 'D. 


wa? Doth God take care of Sr arrowes, _ 
the haires bd: our heads, and is ths ere 20 prov 
fign made for that which 1 uy the Niohringals of E 
EM Surely" yes; two fr one ; the dou le 
rtion for this firſt-born:: Qne portion reſpects 
7 conjunai ion here with the bod ys and the or oo 
its. ſeparation from, and glori cation ih th 
body in Heaven ; the firlt in Grace, the epod 
| Glory ; the firffin via, the:Comfort an Peace 
ofa good Conſcience; - and! the; latter angÞ a, 
itt Patr4a, of a good God, in/a glorious ſig om, 

CAUVER, 

2 Peace Internal ; not Phyſical, ſans Pal itati- 
on of the Hearc ; [ans exclamation of the Pa liens, 
or their crowinp ſhrils- in the, brain; bat peace 
Meraph fical ; the pzace of Godin zhe- breft 
man; God as as it wete incarnate, fitting. on-;the 
Tribunal of a Mortal Judicatory. Now the, Ini 57 


as paſt ,the ſtormes are over, the ſinging. of: birds 15 


Comme, 3 voice of rhe T. urtſe, of he Primuin-2o- 


bile, is heard: O Extatick Elamire-l Q Seraphick 
Ho O' Note ftept aſide: from the Quire of 


els, to entice our Admivatians:þ wg i 


ich is ſo rare; which is: whatever Nazure can A- 


; Wirs to value. 
To > wes Conſc; czence, f Jewel which abates fipt 


Sht-admired-in\ att: Ages. iPer- 
he after whennothad; : che- 
,deploret wbetwlof;whorm 


a child's 
Won Ry ies:ſou 


- 7 g—_ . 


_ Divme Meditations © 
feſſsrs, Chriſtians valued,and to which they peered 
nothing. ” VF S6@gt be ore t 
Peace of conſcience, the Salt that ſeaſons Mirth, 
weetens Sorrow, - and the Plummer that ſounds 
ONO of every coaſt,and diſcovers Shipwrack 
and fafety. --- TRY SY 
*Peaceof Conſcience, the Touchſtone of our in- 
noceney, tlie probate of our Zeal, the Furnace 
of our Charity ;- for then only can we love God 
and'6ur Neighbor when his love is ſhed abroad 
in our hearts, by his holy Spirit, who works this 
peace im us. SAP 
"Pence of Conſcience, that Phenix neſt made up of 
the Perfumes of Graces,out of which expiring.riſes 
peace of Eternitie, REF TI 
"-Peare of (on(cienee, heaven on earth, glory in 
weakneſs, light in obſcuritie, Abrahams boſom in 
Lazarns ſores. I ka cas 
-*2'Pexce of Conſcience; Goſhen 1n Egypt, Gods 
Segullah to the Alchimy of the worlds Admirables ; 
the fat kine of holy! ſerenity, that .by a miraculous 
*tranſpoſition ſwallow upall thelean kine of world- 
Ei confounds the wiſdom of ſecular inite- 
INE £155 57-27 40 pF EE 
 *Peact of Conſcience, the Lily. of the vallics in 
which Chriſt neſtles: the Roſe of Shar, on which 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſmiles; to which Solowons 
bravery is but Beggery, and Herods, oratory. bur 
Se: is 7-75! 2. omndncd 3 at 
[Peace of Conſcience, compared with which, Balm 
of Gilead is but like the trifling- Compound of; a 


? 
” 


% 


Quack Salve ; andthe Gold of 0phrr, but'as droſs 


: . diifng:: C70 | "3.43, 539 . 24ohgragt 7 
.- \Peace of (onſcience; to which Power and Policy, 
arts. 


on Acquaintance with GOD. 


? Arts and Armies, Councels and Senates are but as 
] Molehils to Mountains, Ants to Men, Atomes 
| tothe body of this earth, and the dwindling lighe 
. of the candle, to thecenter of light enyeloped in 
the Sun «Os ETY : kl oh 
- + Peace. of Conſcience , the Muſick, to which 
| Orpheus his Harp, and Avions Pipe, helped 
on-' with Syrens. voice , are but ſo man 
 ſtraines of perfet_ diſcord and diſpleafing Har- 
mony. | 
| Pame of Conſciexce, the beſt companion of life, 
the ſweeteſt Confeſſor at death, the nobleſt Me- 
morial after death; nay, the ſouls prodomnus (next 
- under Chriſt) to Heaven, for thither it ran on 
Cornelins his errand, to diſplay his Almes; and 
thitherit muſt go, to the credit and comfort 'of 
_ all that haveit, For there is none of this peace tothe 
wicked, ſaith my God. os 
Here, O profane worldlings, here, O wretched 
Politico's, yee are outſtripped ; pleaſures, pro- 
fits, honors, have no ſuffrage in this confiſto- 
. ry, they cannot. make their Maſters partakers 
of this delight, to which all others are bur ſha- 
dowes, as far beneath them as drops. to the Ocean. 
Neither Alexanders Power, nor So/e10us Wiſdom, 


\ nor Afithridates his Wealth, nor 7«ſtinians Learn- 
s | ing, nor Galexs Receipts, nor Archimedes his Ex- 
t | periments can procure this ; *tis a gift from above, 
deſcending from the Father of Light, and referrin 

= the ſoul to him as the Author and Finiſher '6firs 
2 Felicity, "© NIN 

ls Here is ſomewhat ſtnpendious; . but this,* how 
; _ far ſoever tranſcending the 'utmoſt ontward 
'y, advantage, is but porch and prologue to thoſe 


rts,, | »* | D 3 Aagna- 


Jam.1.17. 3 


| Prov' 17.7. 


i 


| Heb. 4-9. 
Joba 4:3» 


| Gal.4,26. 
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Divine Meditations EN 
Magnet a Dii, thofe Arcina Pitvis, which nt3- 
they <je hath ſeen, nir car have Heard, wir entre ts- 
to the heart of nan to think of ;” ridthely, the good 
things God hath laid up in heayen for thoſe char 
Fear him, nat to be atrainel 'or 'ehjbyed here. (a- 
{at 'our Veſſels ate rod narrow to'receive that 
)eean where there is ihcapability of reception, 
there is no probability of terention:) if we canndt 
be in,poſſeilion while in the fleſh, let us coyet-tp 
'depole this garment of incapability, arid thirſt af- 
ter that glory which Heaven exalts us to; ſperifi- 
ed tq-us1in that Jewel, Peace Eternal, 
\. .eAcquaint now thy ſelf with God and be at Peace ; 
that js, be every way bleſt ; withis, itt a; ſerenity 
of mind ; withoat, in a fortunate conidition, ex- 
empt fromevils, or ſanQified to thee in ſpight'vf 


evils; for when a mays wayes pleaſe the Lord, 'he 
will make his enemies be at peace with him; or with- 


out fail, above, itrithe beatirude of thyſoulto all 


_ Eternity. 


_ This is the reſt chat zemains tothe people of Gui ; 
This 1s the Manſion repared by C briſt, of 'which he 
cook-poſleſſjon by his Aſcenſion, andin which he 

now. is in Seffion at the right hand of G0d. This 
is that Jeruſalem above, which # free, the "mathe? of 

5.411, where Hallelujahs are Muſick Angels .Cho- 

riſters, the Divine Nature. Pet, Saifrts Com- 
| PRgugns, and the Lamb Light in the midſt thereof. 

his is Heaven, not in Enthuſtaſtick rapſodies, 

-pot infanatick Novelties, not in raving 'Blafphe- 
mies,, but in deed and truth: 72: : 


Chis is Heayen, riot that of pleaſure in*! {Hons 


— 
"1 


Luſt, in Achays Weds, in Solomons Wildom, in 


Merhuſclehs long life, in Achitophels Craft, Jul 
s funda 


_ 


purchaſed by, the price of blo 

pojntment of Mercy ; for not all, but {2 many, 
yet thoſea little lock, thoſe who are acquainted 
. th Godin grace, and by him rewnraus wigh this 


this Peace of eternity the leaſt of our rreatment, 


© on Acquaintnce with OO 


t as his + gain by Treachery ; ow Heaven | in the 
qnorg: Bok: is E xalted above Printipati- 
 Fies and by ni | 

"This is heaven, not in Types and Figures, not 
in dark and remote viewes, not in variating forms, 1 
and. oped Stations, but in real con iRetice, and E 
unalcerab le' duration.” EV 20 : = 

This is Fieayen, not blemifhed by.ſin, not-te- 
diaus through” ſorrow, not ruled by fi nful' well, 
Not Rnd by lawleſs} power, not rainred' by 
profanegeſs, not deſerted by time, not im xiirable 
40 value and real worth, bur ever what can'bewith- 
£d for , and never leſs then it at any time was 
Or 1s. 
- Laftly, This.is Heaven, not infe&ted with pride, 
not dejected with poverty,not ſhrivelled with a 
nor. corched with hear, nor determinjtig with 


CnE. 
"Heavey, a 


Kingdom | for its 7 of a2 1% ty: 


ce. 
AE. ram; in, Medication at the _Laddersro |; 
but haye we ſpoke well of this Canaan 7 Is: Kor 


a Sh 1 = - "ol be, 45 was oe p - _ F 
h Micah,s.2. ; 


vd/% Sx 


r6r ? ana means 'my eo ine Fo "ther 
0 leſs worthy, and my brevity, bo wo 


bo them all. 
Fee 55 "Fenty 


Divine Meditations 

Truly more Devotion then words, more Ad-. 
miration then Oratory befits this SubjeR ; Schola- 
ſtick Diſpute, and eloquent Panegyricks are the 
Fucuſles that adorn this Elementary world, and 
pleaſe its Aery Inhabirants; thele are the Diana's 
of vain men, and thoſe Treaſures which they pride 
in, and relye on, as inexhauſtible; and with thefe 
they :delude ſouls, and diſhonour him who beay- 
rified us with that bravery, that we might honour 


& - > 4 ” 
ad 
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him as our Creator, follow him as our Pattern, yea 


fall down before him as our Judge. When I am 
in Meditation of Heaven, I rather pray for a warm 
heart, and keen affeRions; ſor abilities to believe 
in, and adhere ro-God, then for curious Specula- 
tions and parhetick words; and therefore ſince 
faith muſt ſupply what ſenſe cannot attain to, and 
thoſe things that are ſecrer and ineffable,are rather 
to be adored,then ſearched into, or written upon; 
I can here conclude this parc of my Meditation 
in the Wiſemans words, The kxowledg of this is too 
Wonderful for me, it is high, I cannot attain un- 
To tt. | ED 
And declining further thought of this Peace 
which here I cannot underftand;enquire into the e- 
vilweare aſſured to eſcape both here and hereafter, 
which is the fourth Enquiry, How this Peace may 
bs ſaid to repel evil from us ? in that clauſe, So ſhall 
n0 evil come unto thee. h AK 
Peace and Evil are here oppoſed, not more'1n 
che words then ſenſe, Evil like the Canker eats our 
either our Peace, or at leaſt eclipſerh the comfort 
of it; evil of fin deſerves no peace'; evil of pu- 
n:{} ment believes and finds no peace; to the. one 
peaceis not, to the other it ſeems not to beand ſo 
KR 


is notatall as tothe preſent diſebvery:That there- 
fore the Holy Ghoſt mighrſer' every Trophie up- 
on. its proper baſis, I conceive him, uſing thisor- 
der in this Scripture,toteachus, that as Acquain- 
rance with God is the way to peace, ſo is thiepeace 
of God crowned with exemption from evil ; ' 
and that none can expect to have Gods cuſto- 
dye; but thoſe which are in League -and A- 
mity with him.; Bee at Peace, ſo ſhall no evil come 


on Acquaintance with GOD © 


#xto thee. 441 
No Evil, Not Satan, the Temprer 'to it, and 


the Traducer for it;Chrifts Prayer is our Antimure, 


Deliver us from evil ; that is, from that evil 


one. From his Power, as the Lion that gees about 1 Pet.5.8. © | 
feeking whom he may devour : From his Policy, for Epheſ 6.11, 


we know his Methods, his pious Fraudes, his 
Scriptam efts, his Lamblike, Angellick manifeſta- 


tions, his transformations into ſhews of Light and + Cor.1 1.'14. 
external ſanctity, and all to deceive, if poſſible, the Matth. 24. 24. 


very Ele. | 
From his Agents, who Ape-like a& his part to 
much perfe&tion ( xg/50namnne and perriumeey: ) 


. make Merchandiſe of Faith and a goodConfrience, 
- Care not whatthey do to make Proſelytes and per- 
vert ſouls. © This crafty Policrates, Satan, ' moves * P-2-3- 
_ every ſtone'to his advantage, and hath flags of all 


colours tohang out for our ſurprize ; he hath In- 


_firaments that with the Zeal of old eLrſenins ſeem 
- to forſake their Countries and Fortunes te devote 
"themſelves to God; his Z=ciferizns, that come in 


the veſts of innocency, but inwardly are ravenin 


' | wolves, having the poiſon of Aſps #nder their tongues; Matth.7.15o 


and the rancour of Divelsin their hearts; whom 
Chriſt commands us to beware of, Mat 10.17. He 


a hath 


1d 


| Jobi.6. 


-ſpiritinthe mouth at Prophets, 20d a ; Prophecy” 


mvwoglehimdelf with the Sonzof God , when, zhey 
..came before him-of old,. may.be notnow-be;well 
1miſtruſted -.chough he quare Scripture with-t ' 
. zealof aSeraphim, and inthe meetings of 'Chri- 
ans pray and ſpeakwith inatable ,cvidence; [He 
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heth this Zremerd's, that bave :fuch egnviR- 
ing deporuments that they rad men which 
_ tbey lift, by ahew /#evidoguns charmes , 

| -compleaſant 1nfluenpceEs ; hyus Phariſees, thas 
Sratow dawne. Widowes houſes in the þal- 
low of lang Brayers; that areall to all men, 
thatthey.might-reduceallmen £0 be nothing to.4- 
-wy but:themiedves.; his Sadurgs that degy Reſyr- 
#eciao, Angels, Spirit, hut whatis bars, thoſe 
they cry-up as Ocular, execrating all that are nat 
-oftheir-party, and cry-not Grace, Grace to this 
Apollyanof shgir defigning. \Lord, what a-Galla- 
mantfryof Graugds hath this great Engiacere QN 
Foot > How is.he furniſhed t0-deceiye, who bath 
not -only the \tongues -and -pens of many men 
Learned, but lying Wonders agdmiraculous Ar- 


-Litices at his ſervice? But-we know: his methods, 
and may ſee-yhis Apicizs gaping :£0-devour 211 ; 


contented with nothing þut ruine and (diſorder, 


- though he cry out with feb», FBebild wy 


SA eal. | , 
And-it were well if -men would .try.the ſpirits 
that now areabroad, for Satan is often a-Lying 


ing fpiritn the maurh of Lyers: ;and if he dup 


.who durſ.appear:before Chriſt, wich 3Scripznre jA- 


Mattb.4:6, {buſed to-his-ewn purpoſe,daredo thelike to Chri- 


-Rigns ,vrhole weakneſs. 15 more apporieune : £0: His 
Conqueſt. *He is: that Evil: one, .awbo in his 
whiges 
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of Malice, in his Crimfots 'aDivel 6f Blood ; a 

aves, ations, ſenſes, atd' happy 4s 
we know his Methods. And PL 
not men of triffling talents, who need vilgarhelps 


to. make. them eminent; bar men "of prear- parts, 


noble wits, yea .often noted lives; "Tpeaking 'to 
wonder, writing to atnazement, living to 'en' 
and example ; the Leaders 'of /-ae! ſometimes 


. cauſed them to err.; 'The Priffts divined afalſe- 
hood; the Divel of Saxlrbeatt (in Save; fleſh 
'as it were) 'is.potent enough 'to 'miſpnide milli- 
-ons. OLotd 2.1 


id what a Progreſs bath the myſtery bf 
iniquity. made,when the Serpent ftinps- the Dove 
to death; Religion becornes politized! Whatan 
Egypt will Canaan be, when Mannah is exchanged 


for Garlick and Onions, when the Screech Owl 
extrudes the Turtle ; and that be 'npon'ns which 
' theZewes feared, obs 11.48. The Roniane- come 


and take-away our Religiqn, and (TprayGod)riot 


-our-place and Nation. . 


Is'not this evil of the Divels deſigning ? 'Is tiot 
the hand:of bells Zoab, Satan in ir, ' bat the' ſword 


of the Lord and of his Gi4dton  Chrift Jeſus' ſhall 
.prevent this, though none ſtand in” the pap; 
-no Moſes 1ntercedes, no Phineat executes Judg- 
- meat; ,yetthis-Plague ſhall- ceaſe ; God' for"his 


own nameſake will turn thoſe Loctſts {rhe' Jeſu- 


is) back to, their quarters 1 =And make their De- 
Bgn as:a red ſea to-bury thethſetves in. 'The 


Thumbs of theſe A4donibezebs Thall 'be'car off the 


':Pride -.and Policy of "theſe .Abſolos 'berome 
'their ruines., . So let' all thine enemies piriſh, O 
ard. £ 


Well, 


LANE at 4a | ——_— 
= Acquainirance Wh GOD. 
wwhites1s a Divel of Deceir, 'ih*Kis blacks 'a 'Divel 


#3 


Iſai.g.t6; 


Divine Meditations 


.»- Well, we havea ſight of Satan in his power, | 


and agents; now fee him in_ his Policy and 
end,which is to cut. off Samſons locks; to deſtroy 
. the WMalesof {(rael ;.to ruine all the Smithes and 
Forges by which our Spiritual weapons ſhould be 
edged to oppoſe him, and defend ' our ſelves a- 
gainſt his afoul: ; thus did the Philiftims of old to 
Iſrael, 1 Sam.13.9..But I hope God will turne 
this Wiſdom. into Folly; and this :Babe/ of 
Hope into a Babel of Defeat ; yea; I will beſpeak 
theſe Gates of Hell to give way tothe Rock of A- 
go, and to Chriſc the Corner ftone, who is with 
is Church to the end of the world; and I will 
. pray thar.the iniquity. of their hearrs may be ' for- 
given them, who hate the Church of England 
without a cauſe, and endeavour. to ſubvert -the 
Religion of it againſt Seripture that aſſerts it. 
 Andnow is not cuftody from this evil an un- 
ſpeakable Bleſling ? Is it'not as rainto the parch- 
ed graſs,and ought'we' hot to receive this Merc 
with the joy of Harveſt ? Is it not a ſerious colle 
which deprecates Satans ſucceſs; while he with 
Herod a&ts a Tragedy on Innocents, and labours 
to ſteal away the Babe Chriſt out of his mothers 
lap the Church ; his mother the Church; not to 
rob the bleſſed Virgin of her Crown (el Gene- 
, rations call her Bleſſed becauſe ſhe bare his body 
in her womb) but to right the Church againft her 
Rival, the Synagogue of Satan,which diſowns her, 
and ſeeks Chriſt out of her, who ſpiritually is only 
formed inher,from which evil, andthe infatuation 
of it, good Lord deliver us. 
Thisis the firſt Evil (Satay) from which the 
Peace of God ſhields us, the next is from Sz; like 


fathgr 
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on on Aequiaintivce with G 0D. 


father; like child ; - a chip of the old block, a branch. 


of that Lye which was from the beginning. 
From ſin,the evil of inquinatign,that which-de- 


fiſes the man,defaces Gods image, paſſes an eternal 


exile twixt the ſ6ul- and him, for-he bath no. fellow- 
ſhip with unfruitful Works of Darkyeſs; Hes #yerzs on 
them that are upright, but he cutteth off the wicked 
from the earth,and rooreth gut the Tran(greſſors.” 


From ſin;the Evil of Angels, - for becauſe of fol- | 


ly beheld in them; they were' caſt /from'Heaven; 
che evil of Kings and great men,for whom: 7, opher. 
z5. prepared of ,ofd7; Sin,the evil of men of--low! de- 
gree;ſin, the evifof all; for che whole world groaveth 
under it and lies init. 


From fin, oe eyes grief, becauſe by thar it. 


prevailed Agaſil ve; by- that againſt'rhe:-ſons 
br God & 61d world; ;©*-$in, -the: hearts 
akd; 10 wret- 


thus i Saint Paws: UT our, - 
ched man that 1 am, who ſhall* deliver'me fremthe 
E15 of this'deith YSin,the feets ſnare Again{twhich 
David cautions, "Lfard-T wil take heed to my ways;Sin, 
therongues remipration to:ſpeakunadviſedly; Sin, 

the Catholick'Croſs to all-that-are crucified: with 
Chriſt, and't rg meth bers of him ;'.Sinz;the 
breach of Gods Law, the grief of his Spirit; the 
price 'of his Son', the - rorment 'of his Comba- 


_ radt, andthe rriumph of his:Crowned--one$;Sin, 
theMonfter of: Paradiſe;- 


for there «it was plot- 
ted ; the firſt born of life;ifor-therein ivis aR- 
<d'; tlie plagne of this world -on: whaſe-"Stage 
iris attyred, 'and thence matucat ed.” jv; fome- 
thibg of nothin g » a- tymburgus/ bubble. of 

peſtilent pride,” orching: Luſt, and. empty:va- 
fy .* evaporating .-in: nothing buc..che\ gee? 
7 0 


Dine. Meditations... 


of che fleſh, Lufi/of the, eye, and; the Pride. a. .. 
life. - k 

Sinianievilinward im. Banks outrrard. {i 
thea&, upward agginik FRO, CONEEDARES, . 
and.doynward a aint earth whom. if burr 605, 
and all to.gratifie him who is Prince of the Air, and. 
relts iu the hearts of the C luldres. of rr 
Sin againit the Creation, whom. it diſorders ; a-. 
sainft Redemption, which ic fruftrates ; Re 
SanRtiGeation, which *d8s be ++ ALYA- 
tion , which. it contradicts [1 ation, 
whichit abyures. Sin,againſ} backs 'CaT>. 
elt evil, God-proteſis; ; to preyeny whi ng 
watch; to recal from which theSpirls, FE. 
dire& bow to avoid which, BE, 4s OE: 
p09 oe ro prafiiſe gbe holy 
re;preſidents ; anger oye d REG 
Chriſt the Laob of Godmas hed, and. i 
16 made an:Offering, 

What thll Lay more qint 0 gion 
diſhononrable to\G 
blero his people? but ne bo 
Jadbethe rhat continues mot 21 All, » 
LLawito'de ther ; »that is, who, dr: LO. G3V4 
ſin therfqtl, dy A.GQntrAry: and,,$Q 0 
' ire, -according;;ito;the will ob God, 10. ; : 
word, and the a{bſtaece he hath from. Gag 1þ 
this Rave to:complese chirlahgpyle W 
ed tale Em this gil, 

'We #0ibe hpjped IrQMtgiIS me 
ai<dnſequent-of Gods peace with} ehing bien 63. 
+5 clear aur ages T hint 8.1475 


perfolf igin: ) 
| res 9 37 e [olbe thee, Engr 
a 


VU 


in. 


orf Aegean wh GOD. 
thee, He, O holy fonl, that keepeth thee never 
Nambereth, his eye is on thy feet, to keep chens; 
Ht keepeth the Fetr of bis Saints, ſaith Hannah - 
On thine eye, ro hinder thy luſt; on thy 'ha»d, to 
prevent thy cruelty ; on thy tg et, to firfpend 
thine obſcetiity ; on thy while may, to Keep thee 
froin ſin,thas it ratfn mot i this mortal body of tirine. 
He was with Noah in the Ark, to keep him from de- 
ſpair of out-living che Fl6nd, whith drowned the 
world ; with 2s in thewilderneſfs, to preſerve 
him from disbanding his'rude maultirude , whom 
God delignet! for Caraor, ani indlining him to 
bear the pettilancies of popblatiries ; rather thin 
chuſe the coftrents 'of « private'tetirement : He 
was with David in fits fli8hts froth $4#//; atid fights 
with Philiffitss: Ant kept bim froth deſponding, 
upen alfarance of a Kingdotn for tis rewart: He 
was with 7er2my it the-Dunpeon;anthwith 'Zongh in 
the Whales belly ; to'fwieetth firajphits'ro His, and 
to make Tthern'fnore Pure in their enfarpttnents.He | 
was with Peters tongue, converting thoufinds ac 


a_Serttioh , and Waking his prife 40” perin! 
where it offended, yea, weep out 'ts- own-retta- 
Rion. He was With 44/7 by grate /Aſſitiontfor 
him, When Hefaw The weſftnger of Sara tempred 


_bim by 4butidatir Yevelttions to be” fred" wp ubbve 


meaſure. Tn-the fite he 15 with his, '#n/ih the Wa- 


. xer he is With his: yea; with yot, O Koly Tous] he 


is always, "tothe end of ' the world With you 
FOudY tts) coKeep you ingll-your 'wiyts, to 


fſecute you in all your datfers, 'co/vEſdlve_you'tin 
* all Four Uoulbrs, to'ft ppote nhrmcet>.® © tog 
. cp Bn, Þ 6 ©. Sougg 


ferinps, arCwithyou 


"With youus aSutt' co *ertfighten, 415 # haſt iro 


defend 


; $ 
F E 
RY . 


Jab 16, 1aR. 


- againff, noc that they da 


aid” _- 
} a 

- 

Ci 


defend, as an Anchor. to. reſt on, . as a Pilot to 
Suide you, and as {a Champion to overcome 
your feares. With you, to. keep you in your 
Race, that you faint not; and with you, to 
reward you with fulneſs of joy in his preſence. 
This 1s ſecond to the former privitedge, the 
peace of God keeps from Evil. 1. Sataz : 
2. Sm. n 

The third Viol is not yet paſt ,, but behind, 
that is, Sorrow and Sofermgrnote it alſo preſerves 


oy overwhelm us not; not that they come: not 
nigh, but that they come not over us to overcome 
us: Chriſt in the Ship priviledgeth not from toſ- 
ſing, but drowning. I-will not fear the TA 
Seas, if.my rebuking Saviour (whoſe voice thoſe 
waves and winds obey) be embarqued with 
me. Miſtake not (O. holy ſoules) your Leſſon ; 
itis the.voice of your Beloved that ſayes, 1» the 
world ee ſball have Tribulation : the Crofs is your 
Saviours Sheep-mark, and thoſe that are of his 
flock, brook his Eare mark ; their ear muſt not re- 
fuſe the,Tryal Chriſts fide had; if that was pier- 
ced, they muſt expe& like meaſure; and thoſe that 
will not follow him in the Regeneration, have lit- 
tle cauſe to conclude himtheirs in his Kingdome. 
What (O man) wilt thou with thy Saviour wear 
the Crown of Glory, : and refuſe that other. of 


_..Thornes with him 2 - Wilt: thou be acclamated for 


a Co-heir, a King, and Prieſt, with Chrift, and 
not be ſpit-upon and derided with him here > Wil 


..thoudriak the new wine with him. in his Kingdom, 


and declinethe Vinegar and Gall here given him? 


Doſt thou hope to be drawn up after him, and 


not 
% 


Divine Meditations - | 


| NOT on us, but that 


vals - Cds was wa. — Fes 
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notreſolve here ty tread the Wine-preſs, of wrath, 
to endure-the contradiction of ſinners. with him 2 
Ifthis thou, lookeſt for,” thon ,art on thy wander, 
far from thy;Mark ; thou art of :the, rich your 
mans pack; who ould keep, Obrilt and his Wealch 
too, or no-Chriſt; Creſcanus £5,109, (hriſtianys ; 
there is one thing neceſſary: which: tuou, needeſt, 
Deny thy ſelf; take up. the Croſs, and, follow, Chriſt, 
to Mount Calvary, before chou come to, Mount 
Z 100. BOIEO SU) 4.0417 453 | +... Ge | 
And © that this Meditatien"were but. canon 
with many.ſach Zelots as 7#/ia» was, who graſp 
Power and worldly greatneſs with as eager tal- 
fons as Lions;and Panthers do Lambs and Infants , 
and chink they never have cnough; till chtey have 
too much Mammon for Chriſt ro cobabic. with. 
Theſe are they that are Saints, .4s Peter was a Pe- 
nitenc, - after many denyals and. perjuries ;. not 
Saints becauſe penitent as was. he, whom a, Cock 
wakened” ;-| when. theſe tgp their eares againſt 
g00d counſel ;.. and .. harden..: their hearts. a- 
gainft reproof,;- yea, . hate. him | that, repro- 
veth- in the Gate. Theſe are they, who 
tove . Chriſt when. he is | with thoſe in , Prin- 
ces Courts,. cloathed in. ſofc. Rayment',. ſat in 
Royal - Apparel. on. the; Throne, when the 
people _cry; him. up ; .but when he is tra- 
duced, wheu in the High, Prieſts, Hall, when 
trampled upon; ;then they are gone like Summer 
birds, in' Winter ; they. are all for a Pompous 
Reign on earth ;- before that more glorious Reign 
in; Heaven; and therefore; they will ſecure. them- 
lelves by mighrand main againft all danger and di- 
minution here., . Do thele contiger Cha bygone” 
gs ET. 


Divine Meditarians- > 
ver: 07 FR glorious, bur by: Dun the 
Church” been” vi&orious but by:'the:ted: Croſs ? | 
tow much of holy Writ do'thefe met/mnake 'As 
pocryphal, while they entail external proſperity 
(0'S intſhip.; and think none worthy to:live;'bur 
thoſe who look uponthe Croſs as 4 curſe, ſerwile | 
An > 'Whatthink they of thoſe words of 

Lord gefus, In the world jee (Who ? my boly 
FR as pure” Saints bs any ſuch; \none 
except ted. nay, to whom compared, thoſe 
are” bur” as fewiſh Sepulebers Y Ball: "have 
affiiFion not be afMiRted, bur hr affiition,in the 
Abſtr; there (Kail/he a kind-6f- comarturality. 
bethzixt you and afMi&ton. What:'jud A thr they of 
Saint Pauls peremptg #:yppe> AR that wilt 
tie Yodly 1 (rift 7 OR foal fo pbrſecntion' © 
\Whato Sans? 6 dion be " Tryals; 

aid Ericouragementsto: 7 ofGare fo? then >. Nay; 

whar of our Saviours*BenediQion1 on'thoſe that 
fufferFor Richteonfull fo > Afetheſe: Tales and 
Efonidits'?d. Are theſeTepends'ind Phys? Avg 
theſe Eilfigs of his fie&:nor tobe compated tothe 
Soldipene Of their fariey1n all his Royalty? 1 rrow 
there is tio man'ſo forid bur Tees ſelf niore ſer up 
cher'Chriſt 1 in this- Pageant; for-take away ſuffe- 
ritgs"ant where fs Faith 7: where) Oagty > iphevs 


Martyrdqme ? nay, where is,” or't6 what purpoſR 
that ili reference-of the Ho *Gho#: dit 


la friſt”, rious in witneſih d'eont 
Fe Rte Ho Pilate his Jl ho could 
wy hishand; anEproreſt Chriſts hidevney: 6d 
yer durſtnor. deliver hin from the tope- of the 
ooh ; No wonderthieyicry Ada Ce penis 
an Farker ; and Chigrets Stories, whether ſuch 

wilds, 


Tt Bp 004 for We that 7 wat afftifhed,” 4nd prey- 
us  preventivePhyſic, that- _ us from Plethv- 
, E 


H rige {i - fol fm #- Ta @. Ye Ve (y Vu WL AUTUET io. 


on Acquaintance 'wHth"G0D. 
wild,extetittick;worktly 'ſubrilties for Religidhyatd 
vvy Chitiſt wit per An the Jewes; aid 
We TION Tr : Only: che more co: reproach 


Ji TU3490 Of "fLEtt] ; D229. 
(>Well;[Jerxtieft fitay Argitchefoldas 
the vail j ce put (© bely, foul) :rookewp +: 
oth 7WGlouts3*Chrilbl66 kech thou ati 

pacythor; hr ready'to-ow 0-61 barof neet@be;to :dyefor mi" a> 
him:thow muſt expert Torrows, p perhaps hot:fuch 8s pro Cb + S 
with Spira will make thee defer tack; chip back 799% glen 


As 


6h'Gon: "48 /Bpþ fr4:Uibiti theday .oFBattelz. but peri. Hite 
fack ut po Grace? fojrect hinges Pavli Eremitz*} 


goin af thee VF thine ond; radmoniſh thee of de Temp. Dew 
ry 'Youteree: t0 pet vhicis Evidence ready; c@. 4 
bo Rag thy Callidg and EleRion fare; and by: 4 
holy end prepare chee for ableſſed Exthange.””. 
''FhePromifſe 13 © be ſecare;" \not exem 5 -nbt 
chap yee ſhalj*not robs efaulred; bur. be \o&- 
vAeomes'northat ye hall ior be chaſtizd, bat 
rliat ye Mall"i6r "bb condeifined; not that! vids 
Hal-not cometieer you, baecrhie they Mall ;wot 
dominter oves yo; "not that ye Halbricn debut 
futved by:Saten, bur that Divirie' Graceſhalbd ſutl 
ficient fot you; 211 0% "3 C5 386-J5YE 
The Peaxce-of God gdicjed by Atintateenonh 
hing, 261163 plea "of preſeriptiony' agaiett tFonbſt 
andovils > due" this it bath; "ir-thodifits: eviko1o 
that it comes not noxioully Heer: £0 ay wars, 
#5 it is evil;-ſo fits kept ut Gitanies wirg is 
a Matk of - Divine tove, 497 ir: is '& V 
reclaim, '@s it'is commanded?t5 be” Gods M6 
aiieot20- vs; fo we'muft welcvine #as did _— 


rick 


oy 
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A Divme Meditations: ft Jt ie 
:rick-Diftempers. -. Many metn'may thank God: far 
elieircrofſes}; without which they had meyer come 
b. to-Hezven: there is a moſt notable Story..in-the 
E-- Legend;of a'blind woman, who beſought Sainc 
i. -Bnalyertoigiveher:ſight;;+-the Saint:-(ſo'icalled) 
EI eZuo preſentor atherintreaty, did; and when ſhe had ſeen forr 
ſors 941d, co dages; ſhe deſired Saint eſs fore ſhe, would 
ts ſun rake away herſightagain,; adding this for reaſon, 
Ws  - if. 'T he more 1 fee-of the world, the deſs, am 1 converſant 
"+ wi | with Cbrif-::- | 4.005) 5.254 fem Dro eons 1517 
_. _— 75 4-:Laſtly, 'The: peace in Acquaintance with 
. God; willkeep thee from thr Evil of-Evils,- Death 

eternal. .. God:ſuffers not his'to-falbined ; har pit, 
out of which there-isnq redemption; His; as tbey 
have no part io the ſin of the -Damned;; ſo ſhall 
they-not partake in the torment: of the Damned: 
*Tis not;Go.ge Bleſſed, but Gs ye, Curſed into ever- 
Jaſtingyire,; prepared for the, Divel, and bis Angels. 
And indeed, hes is the Mercy of Mercies-; this is 
one part of the Recampence of Vertye and -Godly 
life, !'thac-it ſhallnox only have: comfort in ſeeing 
God&-ploriquſly waving the Banner. of love over 
x, but becoming its Guard ro Heaven, -and-nulli- 


ww Sa  & 


| our bleſſed Lord\hath defined it to be. atter dark- 
| Fkanh-8.13. eſs, 'Where 3s weeping Andwailing, and gaſping of 
8 - 35h ST i 6. : teeth, 


on Aequaintance with GOD. 


teeth ; it isexile from God, and judgment to. the 


ſociety of damned ſpirits, for ever. 


. Death Eternal,what is it not that is abſolute tri- 


” 


ſiciry? iris a living death, and a dying life; it is 
the wages of fin, the ſentence of Juſtice, the utmoſt 
period of Plagues; a moſt exquiſite miſery, a moſt 
Mercileſs Torment, an Eternal Paſhon ! Erernal 


Death; it is miſery to the-eye, Tor it ſhall not ſee 


God ; it isa worm gnawing.on the beart, for ir 
ſhall conſider the eyil it hath done, for which is 
inflicted that evil it ſuffereth; it is a vexation to 
the ſenſes, which to augment the tortures of their 
condition ſhal be renewed and made more ſenſible: 


it15 an exceſs which ſhall never have end, but be e- 


ternally what it is, and impoſlible to be what itis 
not. | | | 

Death Eternal ; it is the region. of Blaſphemy, 
the Caldron of Nizrods, Nery's f adaſſes, thoſe 


chambers of ruine into which they deſcend, who 


deſert God by fin, andare deferted. by God in 
juit Judgment. Dewuth Eternal; it 1s a gpulfe 
withour bottom; a doom beyond ranſome ; 
a fire that burnes, and is never extinguiſhed; 
and a reſtleſs craver,never ſatisfied. 

What ſhall I ſay other then that of che Pſalmilt, 
Remember this yee that frrget God, left he tear you in 
Pieces, and.there be none to haves. 

Theſe are the Evils from which peace 
- NRA. with God priviledgeth the 

QML. bot | 

But how (cries the holy ſoul) comerh this to be my 
previleage? How,O ſoul ? Surely not by thy meric, 
but 1. By the Hercy of God ,which hath beſtowed 
that good, as an Enticement to be his; God in- 

vites 
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Plal.50,22. - 7 


4 JF | 3, 


ka. 11,29, 


Bulk. 21, 


_ :rRem-when they do not come. 


Grace ; 
| Mercy retreat ; 


| Evil. 


"Dope M6 dias 


vires ſinners'ts kis Mercy. Fe he to bi gyacions, 
he would have them come ro Hexwarers of ife th 


; drink / reely ; he calls to youto come, Come unto 


me alle that wre weary and Heavy laden; he 'te- 
Wards them when they cone, Thoſe that tome nuto 
will in mo fart taſt away”; - he complains of 
\" They will not cone« 
Kanto me that they mitht bave' tif 6. Godin good- 
neſs begins with man, and Rrbs hich co-operating 
and it is his own  6bduration that makes 
hule we are willing he affifts us, 

but when, we at back, he will have nd pleaſnre 13 
+. Mercy makes the Marriage betwixtGod and 
the Soul, and Peace is the Dowry that God gives 
his Beloved; thoſe thar are one with him by Grace 
cannot be ſever'd from him and themſelvs through 
Here isthe beſt Exchanpe for profit, here 
is the 1»dizcs of holy Riches, here is Ca»aan flow- 
ins with Milk and Honey; here is the light which 
adniits no darkneſs, and the day that never fees 
night. here isthe Price and the Pearle, the work, 

and the wages: "God to whatn by faith we muſt 
run, and Mercy, which by fairh from him we 
may! recerve.: here is the doorby which: we muſt 
enter into the joy of our Mafter 3 and hereis the 


Maſter, who will not ſhut the door apainſt us, be- 


cauſe we come not before bid,nor can we ſtay there 
longer then welcome. BY | thee, O Sun of the Mor-_ 
ning,and firſt born of Heaven forthot waſt'im the 
deginning.) . is our Acquaintance wrought with 
God, and ourevil from ſin prevented. 

2.This comes to be the botyſ fouls privileds,from 
the Purchaſe of Chrift ; He, be redeemed-ns; not 
only from our Vary comvierſation, bur. from the 
— wraths 


bk wrath s cope 5 fronithe bowdlave of Brand Satin, 


into Hh plotions liberty of 'tht ſons of Gutls* Tis" he Gal-3.13, 
that is Peach, and'tis hethat heaps wh from thas Rom-3-21. 
Bvil 467 The Redemption wroupht by him on =P 22+: 


the Ctofs;was not only from wrath; burto. himſelf; 
He hath:;redeemed us to" Iirfelf ent of #very Nat 
on, ' &c.. *Not; only" to free us fromthe rape of 
fin and' Satan, but to rake. K ings and Priſts, to 
preſerve us this Heavenly Kingdome ;* aud herein he 
is 4 Saviot# tothe ntwoſt; to the: #twmoſt of 
he ts the Saviour of hiswhole body, Jewes, Gen- 

tiles, far; [neer, bond; -free, rich; ' poor, high, 

low; his Providenceis dver his while family ; his 

rain''rins- nopon bad aswell as good: To the #t- 

moſt of rings, alt co-operate hy-his interpoſition 

and ordination,to thegovd of his > 'the'Graces of 
Godly men make then/;admire him-4 :the ſins of 
others' to; watch over.ehemſelves move; nay; theit: 
own failings carry-Tthemco Godby; Peticion for: 
cendde gas grace ſuſficient-for themi>i»the croſſes 
they carry have Chriſt in them, the: reproaches 
they ſuffer have Chrilt wirh-them,! che; glory they 

aim-4t;':Chrift:will bring chem r0* Tife, whichso 
many 4s a pleaſtre;Chriſt imbitters,@nd yet reſcues 
thetn from any provocation to impatience: they 
afe it as;:the time-wherein to work; bur-chey defirs 
ro be diffolved in Chrifts:time, ©F#: 75 bb 2916b him 


# bifÞFof all.” To the'nitermoſt? of time 1 hismerie * 


tx hohunexting ble, was, '19,' and ever ſhall 
be: the Patriarhs fore, the Prophets in, the 116: 
ty het” after the' Law ipor to Heaven-upon' this 
wing, in this Chariot were they thitherxranſpor- 
red, intheparment of this eldey brother were they 
_ wrapped, for that only is the Wedding pe 
We is 
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Rev. 5.9,10.. 


wen: Hebr.7. 25. 


8. 


; Pjal.$5'8. 

" Tlai. 26.29. 

| 41.14. 
| Plal.1 45.20 
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This. is...the | one and - only way... narrow» 


-: not. open: to all, but to. thoſe. that 'believe ;, 
" but yet a. ſure; way; - bounded by. the. ſure 


mercies of ' Devid; and herein he is a Saviour be- 
yond all,. a;Superlative Redeemer, for he:is eter- 
nal, whereas others are-but Temporaty-;. he is 


_ ** complete, whereas others are-but partial. Where 


are Moſes and Foſprah, David and feptha,. who 
ſaved the Fewes? Where Ceſar, Scipio, Merellus 
the Deliverers of the Rowanes > Where Coarns, * 
Trhemiſtecles,, Phatiov, by whom the Greeks'were 
delivered2... Theſe aredead; and their Territories 
by others poſſeſſed ; nay,: their aſhes.are become 
the prey of Tyrants,- who-glut themſelves; with-re- 
venges on their relicts .. but, Chriſt is the\:Saviour 
of. his body, the Church: forever he is; ;;and;ever 
will be the lightin the midſt -of it, and-8:wall of 
fire round about it; ! For:'Chriſt bath-- purchaſed 
its peace,and paid{with-reverence be it- conceived) 
for thac intereſt-1n God, which will keep off evil 
from coming to his, - | 41 4141 ny | 
--3. This: priviledg fromevil is the- natural child 
oLAcquaintance-with God:; God never gives him- 
ſelf, without all that is his;-/and-if all, then, his 
peace, then his-proteQtion-fromevil; the Prophet 
tels us of Gods ſpeaking peace t9 his people:;- of his 
connſels to.them to exter iute-xeſt till the, andiguati- 


- en be over ; of his cordial, Fear wot thou Worm, 7- 


cob,T will bewith thee :; of litseprrafive; to; wicked 
men-whom he will deſtroy. -- And whence; (© holy 
ſoul) comes allcþis, bur trom.that proximity twixt 
God and the ifoul 2 - This is the,pay of our patience, 
the reſult of our fidelity to-God ; he that fo/lowes 
theLamb,\(hal not miſs his White ſtone and new + 
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; Godnever diſmiſſes bis withoar3. 'bleſling,” ike 


that from the-wombof the Morning;he gives thet 
rerte = u5 em rep al tans 
16:thislife;and he kee 


thatwhich is the greateſt evil, ' after their'dearths- 
eternal evil. WEIR cod 336g 1150" Mts 
And now me-thinksI am of SiPeres mind onthe 
Mgunt; 1t # good" toibe here © here arethree words 
in:this. | Scripture; --like thei three  Tabernacles 
in;that 3, Acquaintance with: God, : Peace' and 
ProteRion from evil ; and theſt-are*(-as*Chrifts 
face was On) -:-1n a: ſort feraphickly 
expreſſed ,-and-: propoſed. [after,, a celeftiat 
method ; hereis Acquaintance ; uſually res doors; 
a vanity of vatity; -in the mulcirudeof which there 
is ſorrow anddifireRtion; ſtrangely melioratedb 

irsadjunR,highly.imbeautied by-Its entail Gus. ; 
of aCeremony-anda neceſſityingdea vine; 2445 
qucin-thy ſelf apith Gel. Next; here isthe bady 


Peace, -not Jike: that of the world; with-Ravhet- 


mourning, with Thamar: thruſt ourvf doors wfter 
it hath ſerved a turn; bur like the "Queens? | 
ter,-g/orions within, as beloved af Godzand beaate- 
aus without,as. decked. with cheNeedie work <fex- 
ternal accommedations.:- Laſtly here is: evikpr 
fligated and diſmantled of its: faxce;;>rhe | Lion ex2 
ungued.andtheſting takenourofche SerpetnRtall; 
as.an effect of divine bounty; angichis by tkREChi= 
miftry of God, whois able to:bringgood from eviti 

© What then.xemains.. to this Meditation; \'bur 'ro 
ſummon the taſk;Quere to given'"its verdict And 
that.is the ſeaſon when thisAcquaiarance w*God 
is @ be had; and theſe conſequences obtained; 'in 
theParticle now; Acquaint| now hy ſef with God, &c/ 
22761191 | Now 
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angel timepaſs, !oE«whichrhivizw fs apart; 


the beſt part becauſe preſent; :o AcqwHnb Wy 
orig, Wien 2+ wil lifep m cheidayofvime," ds dhe 
ſealon oi Nierey mm! Youth; before time dutnor; 
thry g> doWn wnoothe: ravejand2be Ren nottfore; 
yea, before thou derſp; drw- Wl and 4 Wm: 
teed:!Dpon'thy:feſts;.: | 439107 
| Biew 3:90 taobns Now: lofdinfiek a Jani 
privenanen, and thothave nb' time ropty 
for:Reace; -or:xry; for:. 6+ our ipardowile2ea 
ves 49 denjerpefierentur repeniauce 46 inteb@re © 
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followes the orderly expence of time; but now, 
| this inſtant,moment ſetto thy Tackling; the torm 
| is great and thy veſſel queaſie, and therefore pur 
"in to the next Habour : What thou doſt,do quick- 
ly, For there is neither wiſdom nor ſtrength 1s the 
grave whither thou goeſt, nor ever will be in thy 
power to untie thy chain of torments, or regain a 

| loſt happineſs. | h 
Therefore (O my ſoul) receive thou thiscounſel 
with joy,and perfect it by holy induſtry,while thou 
haſt time , talents,and what may further help thee 
in this bleſſed Husbandry and Sacred Thrift. Look 
not upon the Lions in the way, the narrow paſ- 
ſage to life eternal, the obloquies ofmen who will 
judge thee mopiſh, becauſe thou laboureſt for 
that Jewel that thou haſt loft, and wouldft find a- 
ain. Theſe diſcouragements may work on lazy 
and thriftlefs ſouls, who farve when there is bread 
enough in their fathers houſe : follow thou the Saints 
of all ages, who by Faith and Patience inherit 
the Promiſes; and by their holy example be thou 
ſtimulared to take the Croſs for thy Title to the 
Crown of Life ; yea,conteſt thou for their Crown, 
not to rob them, bat- co right thy ſelf, who' art 
| bornto equal hopes with them: and comfort thy 
| elf inthat promiſe of the holy Apoſtle (who is 
now at peace with God, and is taken from the e- | 
vil of this world unto the glory above)/z due time Gab6.9. 


ye ſrall reap if you faint not. 
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